World CLC Day Uganda

Uganda celebrated World CLC day on 27th March at the Enkabi (meaning peace and well being) centre Jinja. Uganda CLC is a comparatively young community consisting of two groups, one located at St Noa’s college and the other located at the Enkabi centre. The Enkabi centre is in central Jinja and includes a chapel, meeting rooms, a small book shop and small cafeteria. Jinja is about 80 kms south east of the Uganda capital Kampala.  Jinja is recognized as the source of the Nile, where the great river of Africa flows from Lake Victoria and begins its long journey to the Mediterranean Sea of approximately 4000 miles. 

CLC began in Jinja more or less in the year 2000 thanks to the initiative of Sr. Margie Conroy rscj, who is supported by Sr, Josephine Wright rscj. Two of the members from Jinja were visitors to the World Assembly in 2003, which was great experience for them. 

Levi Matseshe World EXCO Consultor and Fr. Terry Charlton sj had traveled from Nairobi in Kenya to present a day of Formation. The day was attended by 18 members. It was also attended by Fr. Jim McTiernan (Missionary of Africa) from Kampala and John Jennings visiting from the Therese Daly CLC group in Melbourne Australia. Fr. Jim, John and Grace a member at Jinja are working towards establishing a CLC group in Kampala. 

The program began at 9am with a presentation by Levi on the ‘CLC Identity’. He reflected on the first time he heard of CLC from Sr. Therese Daly ibvm, as a student at university in Nairobi many years ago. He spoke of the Ignatian way of life founded in the Spiritual Exercises, finding God in everything, choosing life, and embracing Ignatian spirituality, community, sharing our faith and the culture of St. Ignatius. He gave a personal insight of conflicts in public office and the Ignatian way of life. Levi concluded by speaking of the need to go out and serve as Ignatius did. He cautioned members against growing into a ‘comfortable’ small group and encouraged all of us to take our Ignatian way of life out into the world. After a period of quiet reflection time small group sharing followed.

The second session addressed the Principles and Foundation. Levi approached this topic from his own awareness of God’s unlimited love and observed how liberating it is to choose God’s needs over personal and material needs, respecting our personal responsibilities. He challenged us to live our life as a response to God’s love in the knowledge that God is motivated by His love for us. The session concluded with time for reflection using a prayer titled ‘The Basic Prayer’ followed by a time for sharing in the small groups.

In the final session Levi looked at Mission as a disposition of the heart, which he described as a service to bring Christ into our lives and the lives of others. He spoke of the apostolate of Common mission. He told how the fruits of common mission grow with the support of many, and becomes apostolic when it is responded to as a shared responsibility by members of the group.  He finished with the four steps of Common Mission, discernment, sending, support and evaluation. 

Fr. Terry then took us through a guided meditation, which focused on Jesus moving through an assembled crowd (including all of us) choosing his disciples. We were asked to consider how we were moved, when Jesus initially passed us (me) by and then returned and asked if we (I) would like to be a part of His team to go out into the world. 

 

The day concluded with the celebration of Eucharist during which nine members committed themselves to the CLC way of life for a period of one year. The gathered community promised to support them in their commitment and congratulated them by acclamation.  The CLC members of Jinja Uganda are people who find God in everything and everything in God. They have a great thirst for Ignatian spirituality. Edward their designated leader expressed a fitting vote of thanks to Levi and Fr. Terry for coming from Nairobi to offer them formation.

In summary World CLC Day 2004 turned out to be perhaps what will become one of my most treasured CLC experiences. I have been honored by these CLC members, who so openly shared their deepest reflections with a stranger from Australia. I pray that God will sustain them in their efforts to spread the story of Ignatius and the way of life he passed on to us. 
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