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The acronym for Christian Life Community in English is CLC.  It is used interchangeably with acronyms from other languages, for example:

CVX : 
· Comunidad de Vie Cristiana

· Communauté de Vie Chrétienne

· Comunidades de Vida Cristã
GCL:

· Gemeinschaft Christlichen Lebens 
	International Advocacy Conference in Spain 
In November 2008, members of the Ignatian Family gathered from around the world to discuss the advocacy that we do currently and to reflect on our priorities and the potential for greater effectiveness when we collaborate, network, and bring the strong voice of the Ignatian Family into the global conversation. There was also a good deal of conversation around the global changes we are witnessing -- including reaction to the US election.  It was an interesting and productive encounter.

There was quite a bit of interest expressed in seeking NGO status for the Society of Jesus.  I am eager to see where the proposals of the workshop go from here.

I also had a wonderful opportunity to meet with some of the Madrid CVX community.  Thank to Manolo Enciso for making those connections for me, and thanks also to Roswitha Cooper for making that suggestion!  I attended a meeting of one of the CVX communities in Madrid and was able to share some of the work of the UN WG in New York.  I also spent a second day touring Madrid with Eduardo Barahona, one of the delegates I met in Fatima, and Esther, another CVX member. 
- Sylvia Schmitt
CLC Representative to the Conference 

Seeking Stories of CLCers engaged in Environmental Issues

At the Advocacy Conference, several sub-committees formed around specific issues.  One of these is the Ecology Network which connects with our CLC priority of water and climate change.  Sylvia Schmitt will participate in this network on behalf of CLC.  Currently this network is seeking responses to the following survey questions:  
· What are some engagements in environmental issues of CLC members? 
· How are these works linked to our teachings and work on faith and justice? 

Please forward your responses and testimonies to: new-yorkwg@cvx-clc.net
University UN Immersion 
Many thanks to our campus ministers at Fordham University in NYC, members of the Partnership for Global Justice, and members of CLC in NY who organized our second CLC UN Immersion experience for university students.  Special thanks to Carol Gibney, Randy Jerome, Sylvia Schmitt, Lucianne Siers, and Fr. Dan Fitzpatrick SJ!  Students came to NY from March 18-21, 2009.  They learned the fundamentals of the UN structure, toured the UN, met with staff from the Haitian and US missions and heard representatives of other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) actively engaged at the UN on topics such as poverty, sustainability, human trafficking and the Millennium Development Goals.  The group also visited a Catholic Worker House in NYC and had some time to see the sights of Manhattan.  

Students had the opportunity to reflect on these experiences in small-group discussion, prayer, and faith sharing in community.  This year, we opened the experience to our international community and were delighted that four Austrian students were able to attend.  Their experience in social justice work in Europe added greatly to the conversation.  We hope to share their reflections in a future bulletin. 
World Social Forum
The Ninth World Social Forum was held in Belem, Brazil 27 Jan-2 Feb 2009.

At the World Social Forum (WSF) over 130,000 activists from over 5,800 organizations and 142 countries met in the city of Belem in northern Brazil which borders the Amazon. Representing Christian Life Community at the WSF were World CLC ExCo member Edel Churu as well as other CLC members Roswitha Cooper, Andreia Bichara, and Alfonso Cinquemani.  In addition to the WSF, these reps also attended the Jesuit sponsored Pre-Forum; for information on this, go to:  http://preforumfenamazonia.wordpress.com/
Please see Roswitha’s report in the attachment accompanying this bulletin. It is entitled: “A Sign of Hope for the World and a Challenge for CLC.”  
You can find Edel Churu’s report at: http://www.cvx-clc.net/newsFiles/wsf.pdf
UN News

1. U.S. to Join U.N. Human Rights Council
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/31/AR200903
3102782.html?referrer=emailarticle
2. Access to Water: A Human Right or a Human Need?
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/mar2009/2009-03-27-03.asp
3. UN News Center
http://www.un.org/News/
CLC Europe Meeting on Migration  
in Lille en France, November 2008 

Manolo Enciso represented the CLC NGO working groups at this European Meeting on Migration which included about 30 CLC members from France, Belgium, Slovenia, Italy, Lithuania and Spain – as well as several representatives of JRS. People are active at very different levels and enjoyed the possibilities for sharing.  For Manola’s report in Spanish, go to: http://www.clc-europe.org/news/Manolo-blog.pdf
UN Climate Conference and CIDSE Campaign
“CIDSE is an international Catholic development network that was founded in 1967 to coordinate the work for the poor in the South and to strive for more global justice. CIDSE is today an important player in global development policies. …”
“CIDSE and Caritas member organizations will run public campaigns in their countries throughout 2009. By signing postcards and online petitions, thousands of people will urge their governments to support a strong deal at the UN climate conference in Copenhagen in December 2009. This will contribute towards a safe and healthy future for all those already affected by climate change.”
For more information about this campaign, go to: http://cidse.nvisage.uk.com/Area_of_work/?id=84
UN Representative Update: Commission on the Status of Women

Our CLC UN Representative Joan Woods participated in the 53rd Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 2 to 13 March 2009.  Joan has been participating on a new task force for the CSW entitled "Women and Climate Change."  During the Commission, this task force sponsored one of eight breakout sessions called "Women and Climate Change" for which she served as facilitator for one of the small groups.  Participants in her group came from came from India, Malaysia, Taiwan, Great Britain, Denmark, Finland, as well as UN Representatives from Geneva and the United States.  The task force will be writing informational papers on different topics.  Joan will be contributing to two topics: 1) Climate Change and Human Rights and 2) Human Agency and Climate Change (Who's responsible?)
For more information on the Commission in several languages, go to: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/53sess.htm
Stories From Around the Globe

From France

I just want to tell you that we have proposed a long walk on Sustainable Development in my little parish. (You can see that on our web site: http://www.paroisse-bailly-noisy.org/ then click on méditation/action sur la création).  It is in French!  And we are organizing an exhibition on Water in the Bible.
--Marc Declerck
CVX France
Prayer Request
For refugees and migrants fleeing violence, persecution, extreme poverty and inhuman living conditions in their own countries, especially those fleeing across the desert and the Mediterranean Sea, many of whom have suffered recent tragedies.  May Christian Life Community be able to raise awareness of these situations especially with government leaders so that they seek to find compassionate and humane solutions to these situations. 
Holy Week Prayer

Here are two suggestions for prayer during Holy Week: 

· Lectura Orante del Evangelio de Mateo, a reflection on Matthew 14: 1-12.
· a compelling video reflection called Via_Crucis_Africano on the Stations of the Cross using photos of refugees from Africa.  
Both of these reflections are in Spanish and can be found in the attachments accompanying this bulletin.  (You can also find them on-line using a search engine.)  Holy Week and Easter Blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!    

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!
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