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General Principles of the
Christian Life Community
Principe n° 4

Article 1

Our Community is made up of
Christians: men and women,
adults and youth, of all social
conditions who want to follow
Jesus Christ more closely and
work with him for the building
of the Kingdom, who have
recognized
Christian
Life
Community as their particular
vocation within the Church.

All human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights.
They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act
towards one another in a spirit of
brotherhood.

We aim to become committed
Christians in bearing witness to
those human and Gospel values
within the Church and society,
which affect the dignity of the
person, the welfare of the family
and the integrity of creation.

Everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in
this
Declaration,
without
distinction of any kind, such as
race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.

We are particularly aware of the
pressing need to work for justice
through a preferential option for
the poor and a simple life style,
which expresses our freedom
and solidarity with them.
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Universal Declaration of
Human Rights

Article 2 al 1

INTRODUCTION

I

n the year 1540, Francis Xavier set sail for
India. It was to be a voyage of well over a year.
At the time of his sailing, there were roughly a
dozen Jesuits in the newly formed Company of
Jesus. What an extraordinary event! Here there are
twelve Jesuits in all of Europe and one of them is
being sent to the farthest corner of the then known
world!

Fr. Dan Fitzpatrick SJ

As we celebrate this year the 500th Anniversary of the birth of Francis
Xavier, we can reflect on the extraordinary vision Xavier shared with
Ignatius. Even at the very beginning of the Society of Jesus, there was a
worldwide vision at work in their hearts and minds. Wherever they were
needed in any part of the world, there the early Jesuits were willing to go.
And when they went, they brought the Sodality of Our Lady (CLC) with
them. By the turn of the century in 1600, there were Sodalities in Goa,
Brazil and Mexico as well as in most countries of Western Europe.
From the very beginning then of the history of Christian Life Community
there has been an international dimension. Just as the Catholic Church
itself, so the Society of Jesus and the Sodality were seen as worldwide
communities. The worldwide vision of Ignatius and Francis Xavier was
rooted in the Church’s vision of being the instrument of salvation for all.
“Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.” (Mk. 16:15)
Among the various ways that CLC has of continuing to be a worldwide
community is by our presence as an NGO at the United Nations. The
entire Catholic Church is represented at the UN by its Permanent
Observer. In a much more modest way, CLC is represented by two CLC
teams, one in New York and the other in Geneva.
Especially since our World Assembly in Hong Kong in 1994, there has
been a growing conviction that CLC members around the world should
become more aware of the CLC presence at the UN. The more deeply
CLC has plunged itself into Ignatian Spirituality, the more we have seen
the appropriateness of our presence at the UN. We are coming to
understand more clearly that what fired the hearts of Ignatius and Xavier
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was their Trinitarian view of the world as seen in the Contemplation on
the Incarnation in the Second Week of the Spiritual Exercises. CLC
reflects and embraces that vision in the very first article of our General
Principles: “The Three Divine Persons, contemplating the whole of
humanity in so many sinful divisions, decide to give themselves
completely to all men and women and liberate them from all their
chains.” It is to the whole world that CLC is to be a witness to the Good
News. “The field of CLC Mission knows no limits: it extends both to the
Church and the world.” (GP # 8) And in a very real sense the whole world
is found under one roof at the United Nations!

The field of CLC
Mission knows no
limits: it extends
both to the Church
and the world

Despite all the flaws and
shortcomings of this world body of
nations, still at the heart of the UN is
the dream and hope of its founders
as expressed in the Charter of 1945
and in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights of 1948. The
Preamble
of
this
Universal
Declaration calls on all nations and people to realize that the “recognition
of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world.” It is the same inherent dignity of every person
created in the image and likeness of God that is at the heart of every one
of the social encyclicals of the Church for the past century and a quarter.
The dignity of the human person is at the heart of the United Nations.
Because that is so, it is important for Catholic lay groups like CLC to be
there also. In his apostolic exhortation of 1988, Christifideles Laici, John
Paul II made this very clear when he wrote that the task of every Christian
is “to rediscover and make others rediscover the inviolable dignity of
every human person.” (#37) The Pope goes on to say that not only
individuals, but also organizations of lay groups, should have “a
commitment to a presence in human society, which in the light of the
church’s social doctrine, places [them] at the service of the total dignity
of the person.”(#30) The role of CLC at the UN is a multi-dimensional
one. As a Catholic lay community, CLC is part of the larger Catholic
presence at the UN. In addition, our presence at the UN affords us the
opportunity to collaborate with other Catholic groups and, indeed, with
other faith-based and secular groups on issues of mutual importance.
4

Not only does CLC’s presence at the UN give the world community a
chance for some input on important matters before the UN, it also
provides the world community with a vast amount of information about
what is going on in our world today. There is almost no important issue in
our world that does not come before the UN in one form or another.
The UN system is vast and the issues To be there and
before it are legion and complex. It is
important for us as CLC to realize that establish a
the role we can play at the UN is a presence; it is one
modest one. Our presence at the UN
takes shape in the form of CLC expression of our
members who volunteer their time and reality as a world
work. Our presence, therefore, is a
part-time one. Yet, our presence is community
important. In 1985 Fr. Patrick
Sullivan, S.J., the then World Vice-Ecclesial Assistant, wrote to me about
our presence at the UN. For CLC to be at the UN, Fr. Sullivan, S.J.
suggested, is for CLC “to be there and establish a presence; it is one
expression of our reality as a world community.” He continues: “I think
that the specific contribution of CLC is to highlight the faith dimension of
any particular issue, so that there is an integrated approach to dealing with
issues. Occasionally, this is possible! In brief, [y]our presence provides a
very modest opportunity for some important aspects of Ignatian
spirituality to be introduced into the international scene, and for
international issues to be introduced into the world community of CLC.”
With all that in mind, the present challenge before us is to try and make
the best use of our presence at the UN. Is there a way to expand and
deepen this presence by linking the entire world community with our
CLC teams at the UN? Is there some way for us to enter into discernment
on the world level concerning some of the great issues of our time? How
do we go about applying our CLC paradigm of “discerning, sending,
supporting and evaluating” to our CLC presence at the UN? Might the
local, regional and national communities across the world look for some
ways to be involved in the CLC work at the UN through the miracle of
instant communication by internet?
A possible answer to these questions lies in something like the following.
The UN teams in New York and Geneva can communicate to the world
5

body the issues and concerns that they are working on at any given time.
They can let the rest of us know what they are doing and why they feel
called to do it. As part of their own discernment process on these issues
they could ask for input from the larger world community. Different
countries and areas of the world might see the issues in a completely
different and new way. After a decision has been made on a particular
issue or set of issues, the world community can then send the UN teams
on their mission of witness either in New York or in Geneva. By some
regular communication, the CLC around the world can support and
encourage the UN teams. One specific way of support would be to pray
for some of the worldwide issues that our UN teams present to us. A local
or national community might find it a form of common apostolate to pray
for a specific issue that has particular relevance to their local scene. After
a reasonable amount of time, there would be a period of evaluation to see
what has occurred and whether there needs to be more work on a
particular issue or whether another issue might be of more importance.
Again the CLC around the world would be a source of help in the
evaluation.
My own answers to these questions posed above seem quite limited.
Could it be that this Special Issue of Progressio is asking all of us to look
for new ways to answer these questions? Is this the challenge being
presented to us by our CLC presence at the UN?
Daniel Fitzpatrick, SJ
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Understanding The UN Structure

What is the United Nations (UN) ?
The UN is not a world government. Governments represent countries and
peoples. The UN represents neither a particular government nor any one
nation. It is more like a world parliament, where independent nations
gather to discuss global issues that affect them individually and
collectively. The Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations indicates
the aims of this organization:
We the peoples of the united nations determined to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has
brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and to establish
conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained,
and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger
freedom,
And for these ends to practice tolerance and live together in peace with
one another as good neighbours, and to unite our strength to maintain
international peace and security, and to ensure, by the acceptance of
principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be
used, save in the common interest, and to employ international machinery
for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples,
Have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these aims.
In the aftermath of the Second World War, world leaders saw the need for
some mechanism that would help bring peace and prevent future wars.
They realized that this was only possible if all nations worked together
through some kind global organization. The United Nations was formed
7

to be that organization. Officially founded on 24 October, 1945, the
United Nations is a unique organization of independent countries that
have joined together voluntarily to work for world peace and for social
progress. The UN began with 51 Member states in 1945. Today it
numbers 191 members. No country has ever left the United Nations, nor
has any member ever been expelled from the UN.1
Aside from governments, a wide variety of stakeholders, including nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) like CLC, attend and in some cases
contribute to UN decision-making processes. They do this through
formal and informal, direct and indirect advocacy efforts. Only
governments can negotiate, vote and affirm or reject official UN
agreements, but forty-two other ‘entities’ such as non-Member States of
Palestine and the Holy See, and several intergovernmental organizations
have a standing invitation to participate as observers in the General
Assembly. 2

Officially founded
on 24 October, 1945,
the United Nations
is a unique
organization of
independent
countries that have
joined together
voluntarily to work
for world peace and
for social progress
1

The UN
Purposes:

has

Four

Main

1. To keep peace throughout the
world;
2. To develop friendly relations
among nations;
3. To help poor people live better
lives, to conquer hunger, disease
and illiteracy, and to encourage
respect for each other's rights
and freedoms;
4. To be a centre for helping
nations achieve these goals.

United Nations Department of Public Information, Everything You Always Wanted to
Know About the United Nations (New York: United Nations, 2001) 3-4. One note –
Indonesia did temporarily quit the UN in 1965 over a dispute with neighbouring
Malaysia, but returned the following year.
2
United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service, Negotiation and Decision Making
at the United Nations (New York: United Nations, 2003) 3.
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The United Nations System
The work of the United Nations is carried out almost all over the world by
six main organs:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The General Assembly
The Security Council
The Economic and Social Council
The Trusteeship Council
The International Court of Justice
The Secretariat

Most of these
organs are based at
UN Headquarters
in New York, but
the International
Court of Justice is
located at The
Hague,
Netherlands.
There are 15 other
organizations related to the United
UN Headquarters in New York
Nations, known as
specialized agencies. Theses agencies work in areas as diverse as health, agriculture,
telecommunications and weather. In addition, there are another 24
programmes, funds and other bodies with responsibilities in specific
fields. These bodies, together with the UN proper and its specialized
programmes, compose the United Nations system.3

Main Functions of the Various Organs of the United Nations
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The General Assembly is the central organ of the United Nations, where
every nation can speak and be heard on any matter. Every Member
3

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the United Nations, 5.
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Nation is represented in the General Assembly. Whether rich or poor,
large or small, each nation has just one vote. Important decisions require a
two-thirds majority vote. Though each country has one vote, it is
represented by a delegation, which may be made of up several people.
Normally, each country’s delegation is headed by an Ambassador.
The General Assembly's regular session begins each year in September
and continues throughout the year. The Assembly may also meet in
special sessions at the request of the Security Council, or at the request of
a majority of the UN Members or of any one Member, if the majority of
members concur. Each year, the General Assembly elects a president who
presides over the Assembly meetings.
Functions of the General Assembly
 To discuss and make recommendations on any subject (except
those currently being dealt with by the Security Council);
 To discuss questions related to military conflicts and the arms
race;
 To discuss ways and means to improve the state of children,
youth and women;
 To discuss the issues of sustainable development and human
rights;
 To decide how much each Member country should pay to run the
United Nations and how this money is spent

UN Headquarters in Geneva

Voting in the General Assembly
10

The resolutions that are adopted by the General Assembly are only
recommendations to the Member countries. Still, they carry great weight
because the General Assembly represents the voice and public opinion of
almost every country in the world.
Meetings of the General Assembly
At the beginning of each regular session, the Assembly holds a general
debate, often addressed by heads of State and Government. In 1995, at the
time of the UN's 50th anniversary, leaders of all its Member States
gathered at its Headquarters in New York.
Again, in 2000, the United Nations General
Assembly convened a Millennium Summit, an
extraordinary three-day summit where world
leaders adopted the "United Nations
Millennium Declaration." More recently, in
September 2005, the General Assembly
organized The 2005 World Summit, which was
attended by 170 heads of state. It coincided with
the 60th anniversary of the UN organization and
produced an outcome document that addressed terrorism, poverty and
hunger, peace building and human rights. It fell short of expectations on
clauses dealing with nuclear non-proliferation, disarmament and Security
Council reform.
Main Committees
At the end of the general debate, most discussions in the General
Assembly take place in its six main committees:







First Committee (Disarmament and International Security)
Second Committee (Economic and Financial)
Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural)
Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization)
Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary)
Sixth Committee (Legal)4

NGOs do not enjoy official consultative status with the General
Assembly, although they are allowed to participate in its activities by
invitation. It is common practice to invite NGOs to participate in special
sessions of the General Assembly. NGOs are most likely to participate
4

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the United Nations, 10-11.
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when the special session involves the review of a major conference, such
as the 1995 World Summit for Social Development, the 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Women, the 1996 Conference on Human
Settlement, and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg, South Africa. In
8,000 NGOs and
NGOs are most Johannesburg,
members
of
civil
society
likely to participate participated. Preparatory to the 2005
Summit, in June 2005, the
when the special World
General Assembly conducted public
session involves the hearings where NGOs were invited
their input for consideration
review of a major toby giveMember
States who were
conference negotiating and drafting the outcome
document. In practice, NGOs are
actively involved in following the work of some of the six committees.
They conduct many forms of advocacy, including meeting regularly with
delegates and offering position papers.
For more information, go to: www.un.org/ga
THE SECURITY COUNCIL
The Security Council was designed to act as the guardian of world peace.
The General Assembly can discuss any world concern, but the Security
Council deals only with questions of peace and security. All the Members
of the UN have agreed to accept the decisions of the Security Council and
to carry them out.
Membership of the Security Council
The Security Council has fifteen members. Five of these are permanent
members: China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom
and the United States. Ten non-permanent members are elected by the
General Assembly for two-year terms. These members are chosen on the
basis of geographical representation.
Functions of the Security Council
 To investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to
international conflict;
 To recommend methods and terms of settlement;
 To recommend actions against any threat or acts of aggression;
12

 To recommend the appointment of the Secretary-General to the
General Assembly.
Voting by the Security Council
In the Security Council, voting is different from voting in the General
Assembly. To pass an important resolution in the Security Council, nine
members of the Council must vote "yes,'' but if any one of the permanent
members votes "no," the resolution does not pass. Only the permanent
members of the Security Council have this veto power.
Meetings of the Security Council
The Security Council does not hold regular meetings, the way the General
Assembly does. Instead it can be called together on short notice at any
time. Any country, whether or not it is a member of the United Nations,
or the Secretary-General may bring a dispute or a threat to peace to the
Security Council's attention. The members take turns at being President of
the Council for a month at a time. They serve in the English alphabetical
order of the names of their countries.5
For more information, go to: www.un.org/Overview/Organs/sc.html
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL:
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), is the central UN forum
for economic problems, such as trade, transport, industrialization and
economic development, and also for social issues, such as population,
children, housing, women's rights, racial discrimination, narcotic drugs,
crime, social welfare, youth, human environment and food. It also helps
countries reach a consensus on how to improve education and health
conditions and to promote respect for and observance of the human rights
and freedoms of people everywhere.6
Membership and Voting in ECOSOC
The 54 member countries in ECOSOC are elected by the General
Assembly for three-year terms. The Council normally meets throughout
the year, holding one major session in July. ECOSOC’s decisions are
made by a majority vote.
Functions of ECOSOC
5
6

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the United Nations, 13.
Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the United Nations, 15.
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 To serve as the main forum for international economic and social
issues;
 To promote higher standards of living, full employment and
economic and social progress;
 To promote solutions to international economic, social and healthrelated problems;
 To promote international cultural and educational cooperation;
 To promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC
The work of ECOSOC is too broad for a single body to carry out, so there
are a number of commissions that help. Some of these are known as
functional commissions, and they advise ECOSOC on specific subjects.
These are: Commission on Human Rights, Commission on Narcotic
Drugs, Commission for Social Development, Commission on Population
and Development, Commission on the Status of Women, Statistical
Commission, Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,
Commission on Sustainable Development, and Commission on Science
and Technology for Development
Others are regional commissions that deal with special problems of
different
geographical
areas.
These
are:
Economic Commission
for Africa, Economic
Commission for Europe,
Economic Commission
for Latin America and
the Caribbean, Economic
and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific,
and Economic and Social
Commission for Western
Asia.
ECOSOC also works
with what are called
specialized agencies and United Nations programmes. These help oversee
the functional and regional commissions. Often they work together in
carrying out specific projects. There are 16 specialized agencies in the
14

United Nations. Each is a
separate organization with its
own membership, budget and
headquarters.
They
study
problems, make suggestions
and help developing countries
in their special fields.
These are:
International Labour
Organization (ILO),
www.ilo.org
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), www.fao.org
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), www.unesco.org
World Health Organization (WHO), www.who.org
World Bank, www.worldbank.org
International Monetary Fund (IMF), www.imf.org
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), www.icao.int
Universal Postal Union (UPU), www.upu.int
Telecommunications Union (ITU), www.itu.int
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) www.wmo.ch/index-en.html
International Maritime Organization (IMO), www.imo.org
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), www.wipo.int
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), www.ifad.org
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).
www.unido.org
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), www.iaea.org
World Trade Organization (WTO). www.wto.org
Certain other UN programmes and institutions were created by the
General Assembly to work in specific areas. They work closely with the
Economic and Social Council and, in most cases, report to the General
Assembly and the Council.
These programmes are:
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), www.unicef.org
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), www.un.org/unrwa
Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), www.unhcr.org
15

World Food Programme (WFP), www.wfp.org
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR),
www.unitar.org
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
www.unctad.org
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), www.undp.org
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), www.unfpa.org
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), www.unep.org
United Nations University (UNU), www.unu.edu
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women (INSTRAW), www.un-instraw.org
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS).
www.unhabitat.org

ECOSOC is
the only UN
body that has
established
rights for
NGOs to
observe and
contribute to
its work

ECOSOC and NGOs
Article 71 of the UN Charter provides that
“...the Economic and Social Council may make
suitable arrangements for consultations with
non-governmental organizations which are
concerned with matters within its competence.”
ECOSOC is the only UN body that has
established rights for NGOs to observe and
contribute to its work. There is a formal process
whereby an NGO requests accreditation with
ECOSOC. CLC has been an accredited NGO at
the United Nations since 1975.

THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL
When the United Nations was established, there were parts of the world
where the people could not form their own governments. Some were
operating under mandates set up at the end of the First World War, others
were detached from enemy states as a result of the Second World War.
When the UN was set up, these areas were placed under its special
protection and were called Trust Territories. The Trusteeship Council was
established as an organ of the UN to supervise the social advancement of
the people who live in these Territories. Originally, there were eleven
such Territories, mostly in Africa and in the Pacific Ocean.7
Membership of the Trusteeship Council
7
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The Trusteeship Council is composed of the permanent members of the
Security Council, which are, China, France, the Russian Federation, the
United Kingdom and the United States. Each member has one vote and
decisions are made by a simple majority.
Meetings of the Trusteeship Council
The Trusteeship Council no longer operates on a regular basis. It would
formerly meet once a year during May and June to study reports from the
nation in charge of each Trust Territory to check to see that the Territories
were being guided to become independent or exercise self-determination.
In addition, the Trusteeship Council would look into complaints from the
Territories and send representatives to visit the Territories to see what
help was needed. However, the last Trust Territory - Palau, formerly
administered by the United States - achieved self- government in 1994. At
that time, the Council formally suspended operations after nearly half a
century. It will meet only as the need arises.
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE
The International Court of Justice, located in The Hague, Netherl-ands, is
the main UN organ
responsible for handing
down legal judgments.
Cases can be brought
before the Court by
countries, but not by
individuals. If a country
agrees to let the Court
act on a case, it must
promise to obey the
Court's decision. Other
organs of the UN may also seek an advisory opinion from the International
Court of Justice.
Composition of the International Court of Justice
The Court has fifteen judges elected by the General Assembly and the
Security Council from fifteen different countries. No two judges are from
the same country. Nine judges must agree before a decision can be made.
The Court sits in permanent session in The Hague.
For more information, go to: www.icj-cij.org
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THE SECRETARIAT
The Secretariat is the staff of the United Nations, those who carry out
day-to-day operations. The Secretariat is responsible for servicing the
other organs of the United Nations and administering the programmes and
policies laid down by them. The Secretary General of the UN is the head
of the Secretariat, and all the people employed by the UN are members of
the Secretariat. It is located in New York and also in the field throughout
the world.
Functions of the Secretariat
To gather and prepare background information on various problems so
that the government delegates can study the facts and make their
recommendations;
To help carry out the decisions of the United Nations;
To organize international conferences;
To interpret speeches and translate documents into the UN's six official
languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish.
Composition of the Secretariat
The Secretary-General is the chief officer of the United Nations. He is
assisted by a staff of international civil servants. Unlike diplomats, who
represent a particular country, they work for all the Member countries and
take their orders not from governments, but from the Secretary-General.
The UN system as a whole - the Secretariat in New York and its regional
offices plus the specialized agencies and programmes - employs over
50,000 people worldwide. About 4,500 of them work at UN Headquarters
in New York.
The Secretary-General is appointed by the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Security Council, for a period of five years. There
have been seven Secretaries-General since the UN was first organized:
Trygve Lie (Norway) 1946-1952, Dag Hammarskjold (Sweden) 19531961, U Thant (Burma, now Myanmar) 1961-1971, Kurt Waldheim
(Austria) 1972-1981, Javier Perez de Cuellar (Peru) 1982-1991, Boutros
Boutros-Ghali (Egypt) 1992-1996, and Kofi Annan (Ghana) 1997-.

18

For the past 25 years, the office of
the Secretary-General has been
rotated among various regional
groups, although there is no written
rule requiring this. Following U
Thant of Burma (Asia), a Western
European became Secretary General
(Kurt Waldheim, Austria). He was
succeeded by Javier Perez de
Cuellar of Peru (Latin America).
Each served two five-year terms. In
1992, Boutros Boutros-Ghali of
Egypt (Africa) was elected as the
sixth Secretary-General of the
Organization. He served one term
and was succeeded in 1997 by Kofi
Annan of Ghana, another African.8

Mr. Kofi Annan

Some of the Functions of the Secretary General
 To bring to the attention of the Security Council any problem
which the Secretary-General feels threatens world peace;
 To propose issues to be discussed by the General Assembly or
any other organ of the United Nations;
 To act as a "referee" in disputes between Member countries.
The Secretary-General is most visible to the general public when
engaging in "preventive diplomacy." By using the office's stature and
impartiality, the Secretary-General publicly, and in private, seeks to
prevent international disputes from arising, escalating or spreading.
Sometimes, as a result of his mediation or "good offices," the problem is
resolved without ever having to come to the Security Council or the
General Assembly, or before the problem escalates into open conflict.

The Role of NGOs at the UN
“While only governments actually negotiate to make decisions at the UN
in the form of resolutions, treaties, plans of action and so on, the decision8
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making process itself has increasingly opened to an array of other players,
including non-government organizations, the private sector, foundations,
think tanks, local authorities and academic researchers. In particular,
through their preparation for and participation at world conferences,
NGOs have come to be seen both as sources of expertise that can inform
decisions, and as partners who can help carry them out.”9 NGO’s have
successfully advocated for major shifts in policy related to women's rights
and sustainable development and have also worked nationally and locally
to change laws and offer services in areas such as health and education.
Despite a greater openness to input from NGOs and others, the United
Nations remains an institution governed by its Member States. The
structure established by the UN Charter primarily supports opportunities
for governments to debate and make decisions.
However, NGOs can contribute to and influence these processes
in a variety of ways, even if they do not vote or act as negotiating
partners. NGOs can choose to partake in a wide range of
strategies: interacting with Member States and the institutional
arms of the UN; monitoring agreements, briefing governments on
the concerns of citizens, circulating information in and outside the
UN, advocating positions at the national level; underscoring links
between national actions and international commitments;
organizing caucuses to strengthen advocacy work; forging
connections between the UN and NGOs around the world; and
drawing the media's attention to the issues at hand.10
NGOs’ ability to influence an outcome
agreement
depends
on
identifying
governments who are sympathetic to their
views and willing to work collaboratively
with NGOS. Governments are by far the
most important players in UN decision
making. By making contacts with
appropriate officials both within the
diplomatic team at the UN and at the
national level, NGOs create opportunities to
learn how a particular government is
9

Negotiation and Decision Making at the United Nations, vii.
Negotiation and Decision-Making at the United Nations, 51.
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positioning itself on different issues, how open it is to altering these
positions and whether it is willing to consider incorporating any NGO
proposals. Working with other NGOs who share common goals and
priorities, NGOs can speak with a strong voice and be an influence in
shaping the outcome of an international or regional UN meeting.

NGO Consultative Status
NGOs that are seeking a regular presence at the UN, or a more permanent
relationship, can apply for consultative status with ECOSOC or one of the
programmes, funds or autonomous specialized agencies.
NGOs requesting affiliation with ECOSOC must prove that they
are active on economic and social issues related to the Council's
Chapter. This form of accreditation, based on Article 71 of the
UN Chapter, is the foundation on which UN-NGO relations have
been built, allowing access to all formal, routinely scheduled
ECOSOC sessions….
There are three categories of ECOSOC consultative status for
NGOs: general, special and roster. General category NGOs are
concerned with most activities of ECOSOC and its subsidiary
organs. These tend to be fairly large and have members in many
countries and in different regions. They may attend all meetings
of ECOSOC and its subsidiaries, as well as speak before
delegates, circulate statements and place items on the agenda.
Every four years, they must submit quadrennial reports on their
contributions to the work and goals of the UN.
Special category NGOs offer expertise on a few ECOSOC-related
subjects. Like the general category organizations, they must
provide quadrennial reports. They receive many of the same
privileges, except they cannot place items on the agenda and their
written statements are limited to 500 words, compared to 2,000
words for the general category organizations.
Roster category NGOs are the organizations that may make
occasional contributions to ECOSOC's work and provide a
specific technical perspective; many also enjoy consultative status
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with one of the UN's specialized agencies. They may attend
meetings, but cannot speak or circulate statements.11
CLC UN status falls under this last category, roster status, and as such,
CLC is not obliged to submit quadrennial reports.

Resources for NGOs
United Nations Non-Government Liaison Service (NGLS) is mandated
to support the organizations of the UN in developing their relations with
NGOs and also to support the constructive engagement of NGOs in the
work and governance of the UN system by providing information, advice,
expertise and support services. NGLS's work is concerned with the entire
UN development, human rights and disarmament agendas. NGLS's
current work priorities include the Millennium Development Goals,
follow-up and implementation of UN world conferences, and supporting
the work of the Secretary General's High Level Panel on UN-Civil
Society Relations.
For more information, go to: www.un-ngls.org
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) NGO Section
acts as the substantive secretariat of the ECOSOC Committee on NGOs.
It acts as a focal point within the United Nations Secretariat for all
matters related to the consultative relationship between the UN and the
NGOs.
For more information, go to: www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo
Department of Public Information (DPI) NGO Section provides
information to NGOs, including briefings with UN officials. It also
organizes an annual conference for NGOs on a major UN theme, and
offers orientation courses, workshops and seminars. The NGO Resource
Centre provides documents, press releases, reports and a video lending
library. CLC is associated with DPI as an NGO.
For more information, go to: www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/index.html
11
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The Conference of Non-Government Organizations in Consultative
Relationship with the UN (CONGO) is an independent, international,
not-for-profit membership association of NGOs that facilitates the
participation of NGOs in UN debates and decision making. CONGO is
most active in the major UN centers of New York, Geneva, and Vienna,
but extends its work to all regions of the world. CLC is a dues-paying
member of CONGO. Membership enables us to work through CONGO to
bring our input on human rights, justice and human development issues to
the UN.12
For more information, go to: www.ngocongo.org
The International Catholic Organizations (ICO)
Information Center supports representatives of
International Catholic Organizations, religious
orders, congregations and other Catholic
organizations affiliated with the United Nations as
Non-Government Organizations. It holds briefings
for ICOs on current UN Affairs, and acts as a
resource for information on ICOs and other Catholic activities at the UN for
the broader community. The ICO also fosters awareness of UN issues within
the Catholic Church. CLC is one of the forty plus organizations within the
ICO.
Customarily, the ICO Information Center holds a breakfast meeting
during the annual DPI/NGO Conference to bring together representatives
of various Catholic organizations. This is a valuable service which
provides an important opportunity for networking so that Catholic
organizations can collaborate in common areas of interest, thereby having
a bigger and more effective voice at the UN. The ICO’s briefings for
NGO’s often take advantage of members’ expertise in various areas, or
invite visitors from countries involved in conflict to share first-hand
testimony on the situation in their home country. Thus the ICOs are able
to share their knowledge and experience for the benefit of other members.
For more information, go to: www.icony.op.org/index.htm

12
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CLC at the UN - An Historical Overview


CLC Imperative
Christian Life Community, rooted in Ignatian Spirituality, is a particular
vocational call and way of life for laity that is engaged in the building of
the reign of God in the world. (GP 2, 4, 12)
Our Common Mission document reflects the vast field of mission for
CLC in its desire for the creation of a more just world:
“We want to participate in different forums at the national and
international levels, bringing to them the voice of the poorest….
In different ways all of us are called to active participation in the
economic, political and social structures, not only from a critical
point of view but also through providing solutions.”
The Second Vatican Council’s Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity no.
19 states that:
“As a consequence of the progress of institutions and the rapid
evolution of modern society, the universal nature of the Church’s
mission requires that the apostolic initiatives of Catholics should
more and more perfect the various types of international
organizations.”
CLC is a worldwide apostolic
community at the service of one world,
and our involvement at the United
Nations
as
a
Non-Governmental
Organization allows us to be at the
cutting edge as the emerging world
community unfolds. In this way, CLC
has the opportunity to bring the work of the United Nations before our
membership and to encourage them to work at the grassroots level to
promote peace and justice (Cf. GP 4, 6, 7, 8). At the same time, CLC
stories of life lived in response to Gospel imperatives are offered as signs
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that a new world is possible, desired, and indeed already operative. These
CLC stories also underscore our NGO stance before the world.

The beginnings
The foundation of what is now known as Christian Life Community was
laid by the Society of Jesus in the promotion and development of lay
communities that emphasized proper lay responsibility in the Church and
in the world. In the early years, between 1563 and 1773, Jesuits and
members of these lay “congregations” often worked as teams in
addressing the social and spiritual needs of the day. This integration of
faith and daily life reflected the Ignatian ideal, but when the Society of
Jesus was suppressed in 1773 by Pope Clement XIV, the Marian
Congregations became a “normal” work of the universal Church. The
result was a reduction in their apostolic work and the neglect of their
Ignatian inspiration. For the next 150
years, the Marian Congregations (known Called for a return
as Sodalities of Our Lady in North to an authentic
America) grew in numbers, but came to
be known primarily as a popular pious identity rooted in
mass movement.

the Spiritual
Exercises of St.
Ignatius and in
apostolic mission

In 1948, Pope Pius XII in his Apostolic
Constitution Bis Saeculari called for a
restoration of the original spirit and
purpose of the Marian Congregations.
This called for a return to an authentic
identity rooted in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and in apostolic
mission, re-establishing the link between the first Congregations and the
Society of Jesus.

Prophetic voices in CLC
In 1957, a first step in response to the Pope’s imperative led to the realignment of the Marian Congregations. In a move reflecting their
growing presence and activity on the international level, the World
Federation of Marian Congregations became a member of the Conference
of International Catholic Organizations (ICO).
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At about the same
time, the Jesuit
Secretariat for the
Marian Congregations was established in Rome. The
General of the
Society of Jesus
called upon Father
Louis Paulussen,
SJ, of the Netherlands to oversee
that office. In
1st General Assembly, Rome 1967
1954, The Marian
Congregations held
their first gathering of members from around the world. This assembly,
held in Rome, Italy, was followed by assemblies every five years, until
1967, when the Marian Congregations became the World Federation of
Christian Life Communities.

Other milestones in CLC history:
4th General Assembly of the World Federation of Marian
Congregations
• In 1967, the evolution of this lay organization resulted in a name
change and the drafting of new General Principles. Identified as
the World Federation of Christian Life Communities (WFCLC),
this organization reclaimed the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
as its specific source and foundational spirituality. The new
General Principles (confirmed in 1971) were to guide it into the
future.
5th General Assembly of the World Federation of Christian Life
Communities
• In 1970 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, a crisis
developed over the emphasis on spirituality versus the emphasis
on action. This tension would be instrumental in refining CLC’s
future development as a discerning apostolic body.
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6th General Assembly of the World Federation of Christian Life
Communities
• At this next world gathering in 1973 in Augsburg, Germany, the
delegations proclaimed that the WFCLC was to promote the liberation
of the whole person and all persons. This vision of WFCLC was
understood to involve an integration of interior liberation from sins
such as apathy, fear, cultural values etc. and external liberation from
oppressive arrangements and structures in society.
In terms of service to the world and the Church, this Assembly called the
WFCLC:
1. to recognize more keenly that a commitment to justice and
liberation forms part of the witness of our faith, in response to the
most tragic cry that runs through humanity today;
2. to recognize that liberation cannot be confined to one sector, be it
social, economic, political or spiritual. Rather, our action and our
collaboration look to the totality of the human person so that all
can be open to the liberating force of God’s love;
3. to be aware that our activity in this field must be the expression of
our way of life, that it is intimately linked with the process of
liberation which is the Exercises;
4. to show that we take our apostolic orientation seriously, by opting
for activity with the very poor, and calling our own lifestyle into
question;
5. to have a special concern for Christian unity, in dialogue with
non-Christians, and in participation in ecumenical efforts.
One implication of this last Assembly was the decision by the world
Executive Council (ExCo) to apply for recognition and accreditation of
the WFCLC as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) at the United
Nations (UN).

NGO Beginnings
In April 1975, the President of WFCLC Roland Calcat received word that
the World Federation of Christian Life Communities had been
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approved as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) and granted
consultative status (roster13) with the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) of the United Nations. This status would provide the
WFCLC the right to be represented at the UN, to receive documents of
the Economic and Social Council, and to be present at gatherings of NonGovernmental Organizations. Besides having the right to send delegates
to meetings, CLC has the opportunity to make contributions to the work
of ECOSOC in areas in which we have expertise.
That same year, the UN
designated 1975 as International
Women’s Year. This provided a
first opportunity for the WFCLC
to be involved at the world level
through our presence at the First
World Conference on Women
held in Mexico City. The
Mexican Federation was asked
to
represent
the
World
Federation and two CLC
members, Magdalena Palencia
and Isabel Salas were sent as
CLC delegates to the conference. This pilot experience led to a growing
presence and participation of CLC at the UN.

Having the right to
send delegates to
meetings, CLC has the
opportunity to make
contributions to the
work of ECOSOC in
areas in which we
have expertise

7th General Assembly of the World Federation of Christian Life
Communities
• In Manila, Philippines in 1976, the WFCLC gathered under the
theme of being poor with Christ for a better service. The call was
for CLC to live out the standard of Christ through personal
contact with, and knowledge of, the poor—those who suffer most
from oppression of all kinds. This was a reaffirmation and
continuation of the direction set at the Augsburg General
Assembly.
This general directive was made more specific by the following major
points of emphasis:

13

For an explanation of “roster status” and other levels of accreditation, see Jose Lim’s
article “Understanding The Structure of the United Nations in” this Supplement.
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7th General Assembly, Manila 1976

1. There must be a clear option "in favor of the poor" in our life and
in our apostolate;
2. This option should be demonstrated in a commitment to justice,
and in service of, and identification with the poor, especially by
working for the establishment of CLCs among the poorer classes;
3. Discernment needs to be done at national levels to identify
priorities in the area of justice. We should also work to strengthen
collaboration with other organisms and communities, as well as
our relationships with the bishops.
4. We must also consider the question of discernment at the
international level. Might this not be the moment to arrive at a
priority (e.g. world hunger)?
5. WFCLC should make itself heard by the hierarchy of the Church
and take positions where necessary in the public forum, especially
as a non-governmental organization (NGO) represented at the
United Nations.
In 1977, at the 50th anniversary of the Conference of International
Catholic Organizations (ICO), the World Federation sent a delegation of
3 members: Hildegard Ehrtmann, Val McLoughlin and Tobie Zakia. They
participated in working groups concerned with human rights, apostolic
service and communications. Pope Paul VI, in his message to the
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participants, described the ICOs as having a vocation which is not only
Catholic but international:
Contemporary [humanity] is becoming more and more aware that
[we] will not solve the problems of [our] time and that [we] will
not construct anything lasting if [we do] not go beyond the
narrow circle of nationalism, if [we do] not aim at a consistent
international solidarity. The Church is particularly sensitive to
this dimension; she is aware that she brings the world a specific
concept of [humanity], a concept rooted in the universality of
human nature and enlightened by divine Revelation. This is the
reason for her teaching on the human family and for her presence
among international organizations, in which she is happy to see
many of her sons and daughters at work.
On a visit to UNESCO in June 1980, Pope John Paul II delivered the
homily for a prayer meeting with the ICO. In that homily, the Pope
affirmed the value of NGOs, telling them:
The contribution you make will be all the more effective to the
extent that it is based on the experiences and reflections which
come to you from the members of your organizations and
movements in different places, countries and continents. This is a
very important aspect of OICs. On account of their structure and
the geographical diversity of their membership, they instinctively
know how to go beyond the limited view of one country or even
one region, while at the same time avoiding the error of thinking
that an approach to international problems is limited to an elite of
the “power people” or is the privileged domain of specialists.
So began the history of actualizing, in a concrete way, the messages heard
from prophetic voices over the preceding years. It is because of the
commitment of those who listened intently and responded to the vision
placed in their minds and hearts by the Spirit of God that this story can be
told.
Reflecting on our past, and on the themes of the world General
Assemblies, helps us to understand our journey of conversion in taking on
the mind and heart of Christ in the call to be witnesses to peace and
justice in our world.
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One of the early voices promoting the
participation of the WFCLC in the UN was Betty
Leone, from CLC USA. A long time passionate
participant and supporter of the world
community, Betty made several trips to the UN
and participated in the 1978 Disarmament
Conference held at the UN headquarters in New
York. Along with Tom Monahan (also of CLC
USA), she attended meetings of the General
Assembly, participated in lectures, reflections
and other sessions open to the NGO community.
Betty Leone
Betty wrote an article entitled “Journeys and
Dreams – WCLC at the UN” published in Progressio, May 1978. In this
article, Betty reflected on the possibility of a CLC presence in New York
and elsewhere as an international community embracing a simple lifestyle, while raising awareness of and engaging in political and economic
issues. She saw such an apostolic body as a sign of hope for a truly global
community. Betty would indeed be delighted with our NGO status at the
UN today and with the functioning of the Working Groups.

Permanent Representation
In 1978, Thomas Ignatius Monahan, a member of the USA WFCLC, and
a retired physicist, took up the challenge and began to serve the world
community as the first official representative of the WFCLC at the United
Nations in New York, USA. Tom, who had worked for the USA Naval
Department, brought his considerable expertise to the conversation on the
prevention of the spread of nuclear arms. He made statements to the NGO
Standing Committee on Disarmament and to the General Assembly
Session on Disarmament, on behalf of CLC, taking a strong stance for
forgiveness and reconciliation.
Tom identified numerous challenges for CLC at this time: world hunger,
food and agrarian reform, renewable energy, international development,
world trade, population matters (including aging, children and youth). His
report to the World CLC Executive Council included his concerns about
the environment. In a paper entitled, An Examination of World
Development from the Perspective of Today (1978), Tom stated that the
environmental crisis had grown worse, particularly in the areas of land
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and water resource utilization and desertification. In an article for
Progressio in 1978 on “The Role of Christian Men and Women in Science
in the Mission of the Church”, he wrote:
“For tomorrow’s world, natural resources, the environment,
energy, air and water pollution are critical long-term issues. If
the world can and will survive, we need a new cosmology and a
spirituality which is more closely identified with the cosmic risen
Christ.”
In the name of WFCLC, Tom presented statements for the Preparatory
Committee for the UN Conference on Sciences and Technology for
Development and for the Preparatory Committee looking to develop an
International Strategy for the Third Development Decade. He also
attended regular Department of Public Information (DPI) briefings and
ICO meetings. Tom participated in the work of various committees of the
Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO) such as
Disarmament, Human Rights, Status of Women, Ageing, and Science and
Technology for Development.
In these early years, CLC’s presence at the UN depended largely on our
representative filling the following roles:
1. Rapporteur: keeping the World Secretariat abreast of the UN
agenda and calendar, and making recommendations for coverage
of important conferences and meetings.
2. Catalyst: educating and raising consciences of the CLC
membership.
3. Technical expert: doing research, and analysis of issues,
preparing CLC position papers, and making appropriate
interventions.
4. Spokesperson: establishing contacts with key UN personnel on
the national delegation, national mission, and secretariat levels,
and making substantive inputs on questions under consideration
or debate in several UN forums.
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The role of the CLC Representative at the UN was slowly taking shape as
was the growing awareness and defining of CLC’s self identity in the
world community.

Prophetic Echoes
8th General Assembly of the World Federation of Christian Life
Communities
• In 1979 in Rome, Italy, the call to be One World Community at
the service of one world was initiated. It was a decisive step in
deepening the CLC charism in terms of its mission and service.

8th General Assembly, Rome 1979

After 1967, the General Assemblies marked progressive movement
towards becoming one world community. The years from 1967 to 1979
were a time of deepening, reciprocal communication and of expansion.
The next assembly was the culminating point of that discernment process.
9th General Assembly of the World Federation of Christian Life
Communities
• In 1982, in Providence, Rhode Island, USA, the delegates
unanimously affirmed and accepted the challenge to be One
World Community on a mission to bring about justice – a
challenge that had been initiated 3 years earlier in Rome.
From Augsburg ’73 to Providence ’82, the world community accepted
and developed the commitment to liberation of the whole person and of
all persons, with a clear option for the poor. This movement led to the
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need for new General Principles which would reflect the emerging reality
and direction of WFCLC, and also offer appropriate structures for living
this unfolding vision. The fundamental impulse which moved CLC
towards being one world community was the desire to respond to the call
of God with greater generosity, and to participate more fully in the
mission of Jesus.
One of the implications of becoming one world community (besides a
name change to Christian Life Community) was the responsibility to
deepen the quality of our presence with one another and to develop our
presence in those international structures that were available to us. This
led to the promotion of collaboration with organizations such as the
United
Nations
(UN),
the
Conference
of
International
One of the Catholic Organizations (ICO),
implications of Amnesty International, Movement
Disarmament and Peace,
becoming one world for
North-South
Dialogue
and
community was the international Church commissions
as Justice and Peace. The
responsibility to such
challenge for CLC was to be
deepen the quality of visible where necessary in the
public forum, especially as a Nonour presence Governmental
Organization
(NGO) represented at the United
Nations. Our growing maturity in this area continues to be reflected in the
journey of the world community from each general assembly to the next.
When Tom Monahan died in 1985, Fr. Daniel Fitzpatrick S.J. took on the
role of CLC representative at the UN. Father Dan, supported by CLC
members Charlotte Rodziewicz, Joan Woods, Lillian Caldarie, Elena Pena,
MD, Ann Noonan, and Barbara Sigillito, addressed such concerns as the
family, the status of women, children (especially the girl child) and human
rights violations. CLC’s major focus during these years was on the
Committee on Freedom of Religion and Belief which worked closely with
the NGO Committee on Human Rights. Fr. Dan was an active member on
this Committee and served on its Executive Council for two terms.
For 17 years, Fr. Dan faithfully represented CLC at the UN, keeping in
touch with the Secretariat by sending regular reports and writing
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numerous articles for Progressio. The move towards conscientizing the
CLC community about major world issues and calling for concrete
responses at the local level was gaining momentum. The challenge was to
“Think globally, act locally.”
10th General Assembly of Christian Life Community
• In 1986 in Loyola, Spain, the focus was on Mary as model for
mission: Being asked to do “whatever Christ tells us.”
While the CLC mission was articulated as work for justice and the
defence of life, the awareness grew that CLC mission is also communal.
CLC’s work at the UN was affirmed and encouraged.

10th General Assembly, Loyola 1986

11th General Assembly of Christian Life Community
• In 1990 in Guadalajara, Mexico the theme of the Assembly was
directed at a greater thrust towards mission as an international
community “at the service of the kingdom, to go out and bear
fruit”.
It was at this Assembly that the delegates approved important
modifications to the General Principles. Clearly, by virtue of these
General Principles, CLC is committed to the work of removing all
obstacles to advancing the reign of God on earth - be they personal, social
or structural. The field of CLC mission knows no limits!
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In 1991, Fr. Henry Volken S.J. began his
journey as the CLC representative at the United
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, where the UN
Human Rights Commission and the Economic
and Social Commission (ECOSOC) meet. In
1993, a small CLC support group was
established to support Fr. Volken. Members of
that group included Françoise Dubosson, Ursula
Huber, Raffaello Müller, Carlo Poggio and
Anni Rickenbacher. They offered specific
possibilities for CLC involvement, calling for a
comprehensive Human Rights approach with a
Fr. Henry Volken SJ
preferential option for the poor. Some examples
of the work undertaken in Geneva since this
group’s formation include: interventions in favour of refugees,
involvement in the campaign for the abolition of landmines, work for the
protection of children (child soldiers) and the support of a platform for
Third World groups so that their voices could be heard at the UN. A
fruitful collaboration between CLC and the Jesuit Refugee Service
developed in these areas as well.
12th General Assembly of Christian Life Community
• In 1994 in Hong Kong, the focus of the delegates was CLC in
Mission: “I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it
were blazing already.” The preferential option for the poor, a
simple lifestyle and walking with Christ poor and humble was to
be at the heart of how CLC is incarnate in the world.
For the first time in CLC history, both representatives to the UN (Fr. Dan
Fitzpatrick S.J. and Fr. Henry Volken S.J.) were present to give reports at
the General Assembly.
On October 5, 1995, Pope John Paul II gave an address to the UN
General Assembly on the occasion of the UN’s 50th Anniversary. The
pope set out the Church's endorsement of the UN but also articulated a
vision of hope for the future:
“The Holy See, in virtue of its specifically spiritual mission,
which makes it concerned for the integral good of every human
being, has supported the ideals and goals of the United Nations
Organization from its very beginning."
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Towards the end of his address the Pope speaks of the role of the UN in
our world:
"Fifty years after its founding, the need for such an organization
is even more obvious… The United Nations Organization needs to
rise more and more above the cold status of an administrative
institution and to become a moral centre where all the nations of
the world feel at home and develop a shared awareness of being,
as it were, a "family of nations”. The idea of "family"… evokes
something more than simple functional relations... The family is
by nature a community based on mutual trust, mutual support and
sincere respect (where) the strong do not dominate; instead the
weaker members, because of their very weakness, are all the more
welcomed and served."
The Pope ended his address with a stirring note of hope:
"I come before you as a witness: a witness to human freedom, a
witness to hope, a witness… that the destiny of all nations lies in
the hands of a merciful Providence… [With] the help of God's
grace, we can build in the next century and the next millennium a
civilization worthy of the human person, a true culture of
freedom."
Another significant event in 1995 was the
Fourth World Conference on Women.
Two CLC delegates, Annie Lam from
CLC Hong Kong and Ann Noonan from
CLC USA, attended this conference in
Beijing, China. These women gathered
input from CLC members around the
world before heading to the conference.
They hear concerns that included the need for commitment to social and
economic justice for all women – equal pay for equal work, equal access
to quality education for girls throughout the world, and an end to the
violence against and sexual exploitation of women. The CLC delegates
identified one rewarding aspect of this international gathering as the
chance to sit down with a diverse group of women, in mutual respect, to
share concerns about the discrimination women have faced, and to
suggest different approaches to resolving some of those problems.
Although they did not always share the same views, it was an opportunity
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to get to know each other as real people, and break down some of the
walls of prejudice and preconceived ideas.14
13th General Assembly of Christian Life Community
• In Itaici, Brazil in 1998, CLC was ready to deepen our identity as
an apostolic body and to discern a Common Mission. Here, CLC
defined their Common Mission in the context of the world. Three
areas of mission were discerned:
1. We want to bring the freeing power of Christ to our social reality.
2. We want to find Christ in all our varied cultures and to let His
grace illuminate all that needs transformation.
3. We want to live Christ so as to bring Him to every aspect of our
daily life in the world.

13th General Assembly, Itaici 1998

Once again, both UN Representatives (Fr. Dan Fitzpatrick S.J. and Fr.
Henry Volken S.J.) presented reports. They also facilitated an information
meeting about their work at the UN and the work of the UN in general.
Delegates were updated on CLC actions at the UN, including our cosigning of an open letter to the Heads of State gathered in Copenhagen for
the World Summit on Social Development. This letter called for action
against poverty and debt reduction. The UN representatives also
discussed our involvement with the International Catholic Organizations
14

See “The Ignatian Woman” in Progressio 1&2 (1996).
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Centre, and described
seminars and round
table
conferences
organized by the CLC
representative
in
Geneva. These Geneva
events were open to
the public, dealing
with specific issues
such as WTO (World
Trade
Organization)
Fr. Fitzpatrick and Fr. Volken at Itaici Assembly
and its impact on
Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights from the perspective of human rights and the interests of
the poor.
In Itaici, the delegates were reminded of the 50th Anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In his 1995 UN address, Pope
John Paul II identified the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as
"one of the highest expressions of the human conscience of our time".

Founding of the Geneva CLC NGO WG
With Fr. Volken’s death in early 2000, the World CLC Executive Council
proposed a wider utilization of CLC members through our NGO status at
the UN. In April, 2001, Brigitte Minier (world ExCo member), Anni
Rickenbacher (member of the Geneva support group) and Fr. Fernando
Salas S.J. (World Vice-Ecclesiastical Assistant) met in Geneva to explore
possibilities. They recommended the continuance of a group that would
help develop CLC’s global awareness and concern. A CLC NGO
Working Group (WG) was established in October of the same year. The
members of this first WG in Geneva included Roswitha Cooper (Italy),
Françoise Dubosson (Switzerland), Daniela Frank (Germany), Leah
Michaud (Canada), Brigitte Minier (France), Anni Rickenbacher
(Switzerland), and Fernando Salas S.J. (Chile).
The underlying principle of a CLC NGO Working Group is to create a
bridge between the United Nations and Christian Life Community
worldwide. The main purpose of the group was:
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a) to support our UN Representatives and to give them CLC
grassroots contact,
b) to offer Christian Life Community formation towards the personal
integration of the dimensions of faith and justice as called for in
GP 4 and 8 and in the Spiritual Exercises.
In Geneva, the focus of the CLC NGO Working Group was discerned to
be the area of refugees/migrants. A collective brainstorming and
assessment of the most critical and concrete option for our time resulted
in the decision to focus more particularly on Racism, which was
identified as a critical issue in today’s world. This focus would enrich the
consciousness of the world community and offer the possibility of
collaboration with the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS).
Racism has many faces and manifestations depending on political, social,
cultural and religious biases. It touches everyone. Racism affects most
CLC members in their countries, and there are many opportunities for
service at local, national, regional and worldwide levels. The CLC in the
European Region, for example, discerned a specific focus and common
mission around the issue of Forced Migration.
The Working Group’s option to work against Racism was expressed in a
hopeful and positive focus: Multi-Cultural Respect, Dialogue and

NGO Geneva Working Group
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Advocacy. This phrase
was presented to the
world community as the
“umbrella” theme that
would encompass the
future work of the CLC
NGO Working Groups.
Early in 2002, the
Secretariat became aware
that the United Nations
was planning a Forum on
NGO WG in New York
Sustainable Development
in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2003. CLC was asked to accredit
members of the Society of Jesus who wished to participate. This occasion
provided an ideal opportunity for CLC–Jesuit collaboration. The Society
warmly welcomed a delegation of three members from CLC South Africa
to join them in this venture.

Founding of the New York NGO WG
The capable and effective presence of Fr. Dan Fitzpatrick S.J., as our
CLC representative at the UN in NY, came to an end with his retirement
in 2002. The world ExCo missioned ExCo member, Leah Michaud, to
establish a second CLC NGO Working Group in New York with a
structure similar to the one in Geneva. This New York based WG had its
first meeting in early 2003 and evolved to include Ann Marie Brennan
(Secretary), Marcelito Custodio (UN Representative), Jose Lim (UN
Representative) Leah Michaud (World ExCo link), Patricia Mwangi
(USA), Sylvia Schmitt (UN Representative and WG chair), Marie
Schimelfening (UN Representative), and Joan Woods (UN
Representative).
Given the groundwork done by the Geneva WG, the WG in NY was able
to build on that foundational model and move forward quickly. As was
the case in Geneva, the NY WG sought to identify a primary area of focus
for its work at the UN. Because of the small size and limited resources of
our CLC organization, it is important that we choose from the
innumerable concerns raised at the UN and focus on one area where we
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might be most effective. The issue of Water was discerned as a most
critical need at this time, and was chosen as the area of concern for the
New York WG.
Five members of this WG were accredited as Representatives of CLC at
the United Nations. Subsequently, these UN representatives began
exploring or participating in committees and organizations such as:
• Sustainable Development
• Spirituality, Values, and Global Concerns
• Freedom of Religion and Belief
• Social Development.
• The Status of Women
• International Catholic Organizations (ICO) in NY
The UN representatives attend the weekly DPI briefings, regular ICO
gatherings, plus a variety of general planning sessions and committee
meetings. They meet monthly to share information, to evaluate their work
and to plan future activities. They also network with other NGO’s
through their participation in the aforementioned committees and through
informal exchanges of information. The UN representatives are
responsible for sending the WG members regular updates on their
activities. The CLC Representatives at the UN have helped to expand
CLC visibility as evident in their being asked to serve on various steering
committees within the NGO community.

Confirmation
14th General Assembly of Christian Life Community
• In 2003 in Nairobi, Kenya, the Assembly theme was “Sent by
Christ, Members of one Body”. The world community recognized
the need to work towards being “an apostolic body” in mission,
utilizing a four step process of: discerning, sending, supporting
and evaluating.
In addition to presenting an official Report to the Assembly, four
members of the Geneva NGO Working Group set up an exhibit of CLC’s
visibility and work as an NGO. This presence at the Assembly further
contributed to the growing awareness and visibility of CLC as an NGO
within the world community. The assembled delegates acknowledged the
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value of CLC’s status as an NGO at the UN by specifically identifying its
importance in the Nairobi Recommendations Document. The Nairobi
Recommendations presented a clear statement of CLC’s social
responsibility:
World ExCo will support initiatives in the field of advocacy for
social responsibility as effective means to promote social justice.
The NGO status of CLC at the UN is an important vehicle for this
work. These initiatives will also contribute to the public visibility
of CLC.

National Contacts
To allow a better information flow with our UN NGO representatives, it
is imperative that we communicate what we do at the grassroots level. For
this communication to happen, National Contacts are being established
worldwide.
The qualifications of the national contacts include:
• commitment to CLC,
• at least 3 years membership in CLC,
• commitment to social justice issues,
• knowledge about CLC publications (particularly those related to
being an apostolic body)
• reliable access to means of communication (e-mail, address,
telephone).
In this endeavour:
• an invitation was extended to each national community to name a
contact person (National Contact). These National Contacts will
collect local, national and regional information and stories related
to the focus areas discerned for the NGO UN Working Groups
(securing the information flow from the national to the world
community).
The role of the National Contacts includes:
• being an active member of a worldwide information network,
• feeding information about local and national issues to our NGO
UN Working Groups and CLC UN representatives
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•

•

being responsible to channel information received from the world
community, the NGO Working Groups and the CLC UN
representatives back to the national/local levels.
encouraging or initiating concrete actions to be taken, campaigns
to be supported, etc.

In this manner, a CLC network of people will focus on the socialapostolic issues on the world level which will facilitate processes that will
take place on national and regional levels. At the same time, this network
will contribute to CLC’s increased visibility as an apostolic community.
The ongoing challenge is the coordination of our grassroots experiences
concerning Multi-cultural Respect, Advocacy and Dialogue, and the
sharing of those stories with our UN representatives. There is also a need
to pass on information about initiatives and conferences related to our
focus areas (racism and water) to the CLC community worldwide.
For the Working Groups, the connection to CLC at the grassroots level
will be through the stories gathered from the world community. The WGs
also affirm their responsibility to share those stories with the world
community. Highlights of UN activities, especially those related to our
focus areas, will also be
shared. The WGs role is to
raise awareness, leading to
constructive action, not to
offer solutions. The solutions
need to be found at the
grassroots level.

Conclusion
The aim of the CLC NGO
WGs is not to produce more
paper on the issues of Racism
and Water. The goal is to encourage CLC members a) to continue in their
process of growth leading to service, b) to practice individual and
communal discernment, and c) to make use of the advocacy possibilities
that our NGO status offers.
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For CLC to better understand our mission, we must widen our horizons
(and our hearts) through collaboration, through access to greater
information about our world, and through learning about how CLC is
touched by specific issues around the world. The United Nations
Organization is an important vehicle through which CLC can become
knowledgeable about world problems and the potential solutions to these
problems. With the UN, CLC can work in a way that has greater global
impact.
For CLC, the focus on Multi-Cultural Respect, Advocacy and Dialogue
can become a significant aspect of following Christ’s invitation to join
Him in building the reign of God. This reflects well the three areas of
mission expressed in Our Common Mission Document:
First, we want to bring the freeing power of Christ to our social
reality.
Second, we want to find Christ in all our varied cultures and to
let His grace illuminate all that needs transformation.
Third, we want to live Christ so as to bring him to every aspect
of our daily life in the world.

Twenty years ago Tom Monahan wrote:
The spiritual mission of CLC is to bring the message of Christ to
the people of the world, to build up the Body of Christ by forming
Christians according to the light of an Incarnational Spirituality
based on that of St. Ignatius [and] to form communities of lay
apostles in support of the Church's mission, primarily in lay
ministries.
The pastoral mission of CLC is one of love and service to the
larger local community, a dedication to bringing the message of
Christ to all on the religious, spiritual, moral, social, economic
and political levels. [We must] work among the victims of an
unjust society, work to reform and renew social structures. CLCs
promote among their members and others a formation in Christ, a
simple lifestyle, a spirit of poverty.
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The intellectual mission of CLC involves bringing the experiences
and expertise of individual CLCs to bear on the solution of
problems affecting justice and peace on the national and world
levels, and contributing to redressing world imbalances affecting
human dignity and human rights. Of immediate importance is the
political dimension: to assist in building a new world economic,
social and cultural order, erected on the Christian virtues of
justice and peace, giving each person the opportunity to grow in
freedom and dignity.15

15

See “Toward a More Effective CLC Presence at the United Nations,” Progressio
Supplement N. 24 (1984) 40-41.
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Toward a More Effective Presence



A

s Christian Life Community we are inspired to be, as well as to
bring, Christ’s love and peace to others—all around the globe,
including at the UN. Our charism of being an Apostolic Body compels us
to do the work of the Holy Spirit “in bearing witness to those human and
Gospel values within the church and society which affect the dignity of
the person, the welfare of the family and the integrity of creation” (GP 4)
as well as to bring about the kingdom of God here on Earth. Many of us
do this locally, in soup kitchens, homeless shelters, with undocumented
immigrants and AIDS patients, and in many other venues. As a world
community, we can work globally in our prayerful support of and
solidarity with our sisters and brothers around the world as they struggle
for justice. As an NGO,
around the world and at the As an NGO, we also
United Nations, we also have
the opportunity to work have the opportunity
globally to address the
to work globally to
structural and root causes of
address the structural
suffering and injustice.

and root causes of

Our
General
Principles
challenge us to “serve suffering and injustice
individual persons and society
by opening hearts to conversion and struggling to change oppressive
structures.” (GP8). Direct service has an important place in relieving
people’s pain and suffering, but looking to identify and eliminate the root
causes of that suffering has a greater long term impact, both for those
suffering now, and for subsequent generations. This is not just a challenge
for the few representative CLCers who participate in UN action, but it is
an obligation for each and every member of the apostolic body that we
are as CLC.
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We are All Called to Reflect on These Guiding Principles:
Global Awareness
We need to
emphasize global awareness at the
local CLC level, not to influence
choice of mission, but to understand
that mission in light of the world
human community.
Vision of Peace in Our World
Where there is no vision, people
perish. Today, more than ever, we as
CLC need to clarify our vision of
peace. We need a new, global, and essentially human vision of peace,
fraternity and universal cooperation. We have the tools of
discernment and prayer to truly listen to where and how God is
calling us to peace. We can also vision processes for building
synergies among us through communications and interactions to
facilitate our being instruments of peace.
Unity We strive to see all people of this world as one human family.
With a sense of the sacredness of unity in diversity, we are in awe of
the Spirit reflected in all cultures and ethnic groups. While political
lines serve many practical purposes, we feel called to be aware of all
our brothers and sisters in this world and to be open to respond to
their needs.
Solidarity We stand with the poor and the suffering. We strive to be
present where people and situations limit God’s love. We are called to
expand and deepen our own vision of the role of the Church in the
world.
The CLC Common Mission document states:
Rooted in Christ and his love for us, we want to make the option
for the poor, not as an idea, but by undertaking serious analysis
and adopting a responsible and effective attitude towards poverty
and its causes. We are called in our communal life to encourage
one another to look at the world and to work in it from the
perspective of the poor, and to grow in our capacity to meet them,
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to know where they are in our societies and which are the best
forms for us to take part in their struggles. We are also called to
examine our own lives from this perspective.
The Nairobi Recommendations, from the 2003 General Assembly, affirm
that “the World ExCo will support initiatives in the field of advocacy for
social responsibility as effective means to promote social justice. The
NGO status of CLC at the UN is an important vehicle for this work.”
Networking
CLC is a relatively small community with limited resources. Networking
offers us opportunities to collaborate with other groups around the world
and to support those efforts that are aligned with our own priorities and
mission. By joining our voices with others, we can have a greater impact,
and our message is more likely to be heard. CLC has many ways to
network at the UN and with other non-governmental organizations:
Committee Work within the Congress of Non-Governmental
Organizations (CONGO)
Participating on committees with other NGO’s has been an important way
for us to engage at the UN. Some committees that CLC has worked on
include:
• Sustainable Development
• Social Development
• Status of Women
• Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns
• Freedom of Religion and Belief.
In such committees, our CLC representatives can learn about the needs
around the world, explore ways these needs are being met or might be met,
help organize conferences and workshops that address these needs, and
develop and/or sign on to position papers. These papers, signed in the name
of CLC after consultation with the Working Group(s) and ExCo, are
especially significant in raising awareness of issues and educating people
and governments about more appropriate ways to deal with certain issues.
In addition to CONGO committees, CLC participates in other “umbrella
groups” of NGOs where we share a common mission, such as:
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•

International Catholic Organization Center (ICO), (known as OIC
in Europe) consisting of Catholic NGOs, both lay and religious, who
share information and resources.

•

Global Partnership for Justice (formerly known as the Religious
Orders Partnership). This organization shares programs and resources
to help NGO’s maximize their effectiveness at the UN. Their programs
include a general overview of the UN, which some members of our NY
WG attended in January 2005, and a Global Economics Workshop
which one representative attended in June 2005.

We also have opportunities to meet informally with NGO’s sharing
similar purposes, e.g. Caritas, Pax Christi, and representatives of a
number of religious orders of women and men.

Focus Areas
In order to be an effective presence in the
NGO community at the UN, Christian Life
Community has discerned that we should have
a specific focus area where we direct our
energies. In Geneva, our focus area is racism.
In New York, we are currently focusing on
poverty and suffering as they are impacted by
the problem of safe and secure access to
water. These focus areas were discerned by
the working groups, under our umbrella theme
of “multicultural respect, dialogue and
advocacy.” They may be refined as we hear
the stories of our CLC companions around the
world and discern a new direction.
Water
Around the world, millions of people face
water shortages, and struggle to secure safe,
clean water to meet the most basic human
needs. Recognizing the urgency of this issue,
the CLC UN Working Group based in New
York has named water as the current focus of
its efforts to work for justice in the world.
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Studies of the impact of water on health provide startling statistics that
emphasize the seriousness of the water crisis. The UN estimates that two
million people die each year from water-borne diseases, and most of the
victims are children. Millions more become seriously ill. Many of these
diseases are preventable when safe drinking water and adequate water for
basic hygiene are available, but water scarcity forces too many people to
consume contaminated water. The World Health Organization suggests
that 80% of all sickness in the world is related to unsafe water and
sanitation.16
A significant issue
affecting water access
everywhere is the
privatization of water.
Increasingly,
governments
are
relinquishing control
over domestic water
systems to private
corporations
whose
drive for profitability may override concern for real human needs. In
some countries, especially in Africa, the IMF (International Monetary
Fund) has pressured governments to privatize water services as a
condition for borrowing money. Often, as a result of privatization, water
services have deteriorated, costs have increased dramatically and
promises of water delivery to the poorest areas have not been fulfilled.
Our hope is that greater awareness will lead to a commitment on the part
of all CLCers to become advocates for access to clean water for all.
Racism
Most CLCers are aware of the impact of racism, both in their own
countries and around the globe. In Geneva, the WG discerned that racism
offers the CLC community opportunities for service at every level, from
the local to the worldwide, and is an area of critical need at this time. The
issue of Forced Migration is one area of racism that has become a
particular focus for CLC in the European Region. Again, discernment was
done with the umbrella theme of “multi-cultural respect, advocacy and
dialogue” in mind.
16

Water for Life Decade, www.un.org/waterforlifedecade
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Millennium Development Goals and Other Campaigns
The UN has various commissions that from time to time develop
campaigns or charters for countries and organizations worldwide to
endorse. Two such programs for our present consideration include the
Millenium Develop-ment Goals Campaign and the Earth Charter.
Sometimes there are national campaigns that are promoted alongside UN
programs that we might communicate to the respective countries. An
example of this is found in the array of campaigns united under the
Global Call to Action Against Poverty.
Millennium Development Campaign
“In September 2000, 147 heads of State and Government, and 189
nations in total, in the United Nations Millennium Declaration
[A/RES/55/2] committed themselves to making the right to
development a reality for everyone and to freeing the entire human
race from want. They acknowledged that progress is based on
sustainable economic growth, which must focus on the poor, with
human rights at the centre. The objective of the Declaration is to
promote ‘a comprehensive approach and a coordinated strategy,
tackling many problems simultaneously across a broad front.’
The Declaration calls for halving by the year 2015, the number of
people who live on less than one dollar a day. This effort also
involves finding solutions to hunger, malnutrition and disease,
promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women,
guaranteeing a basic education for everyone, and supporting …
principles of sustainable development. Direct support from the richer
countries, in the form of aid, trade, debt relief and investment is to be
provided to help the developing countries.”17
The Millennium Development Goals are very much aligned with our CLC
preferential option for the poor, and so we feel that we should be
supportive by promoting advocacy and awareness - raising efforts based
on national strategies and national needs. Developed countries will be
focused on trade, aid, technology and other support needed to reach the
MDGs. At the same time, developing countries are called to build
coalitions for action and to help governments set priorities and use
resources more effectively.
For more information, see: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
17

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mi/mi_highlights.asp
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Earth Charter
“The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental principles for building
a just, sustainable, and peaceful global society in the 21st century. It seeks
to inspire in all peoples a new sense of global interdependence and shared
responsibility for the well-being of the human family and the larger living
world.” This is another campaign that may provide CLC worldwide with
a focus for our mission.
For more information, see: www.earthcharter.org.
Global Call to Action Against Poverty
This effort, aligned with the UN’s Millennium Development Campaign,
is known as the Make Poverty History Campaign (in the UK and Canada),
the ONE Campaign (in the United States), Pobreza Cero (in Spain),
2005: Plus d’Excuses! (in France) and by different names in other
countries. Led by a diverse coalition of faith-based and anti-poverty
organizers, it is an effort to show the steps people can take to fight
extreme poverty and AIDS around the world. CLC can discern locally or
worldwide whether to co-sponsor such campaigns which, in most cases,
would involve raising awareness and advocacy.

Looking Forward – New Opportunities for Action
Communication -We hope to use various means to communicate
between the WG’s and the local communities, making our members
aware of our obligation to actively promote our vision of the world.
Communication methods include:
•
World publications such as Progressio and national
publications where they exist,
•
The CLC website,
•
E-mail with the National NGO Contacts.
National NGO Contacts are an important development being
implemented this year. Each Member country has been asked to
appoint a National NGO Contact to receive info from the UN WGs.
This information will be passed on to the local communities in each
country. At the same time, the National NGO Contacts will solicit
information from their own national communities to pass on to the
UN WG. (See also Projects 127.)
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Grassroots Stories. Firsthand information is of great value to the UN
representatives; it may influence and over time redirect our focus. It is
also very effective to share such information with others working at
the UN, including ambassadors of Member countries. Our UN
representatives can make very compelling proposals and/or arguments
when they have firsthand information. A statement is far more
powerful when it begins: “We have brothers and sisters directly
affected by this situation. Their perspective is …”
Raising Awareness Among Our Membership - One of our major
goals is to raise awareness among our membership regarding issues of
concern (e.g. issues around racism or water) and, where possible, to
highlight potential ways to address them. These issues may be
presented at UN gatherings, raised by our own members at the
grassroots level, or come to us through other sources such as the
World Social Forum.
Advocacy Within our own Countries and Governments - As part of
our commitment to “bring the Gospel of salvation to all people and to
serve individual persons and society by opening hearts to conversion
and struggling to change oppressive structures” (GP 8), we call upon
our members to hold their own countries’ governments accountable
for their actions. CLC communities are urged to action at the country
level by:
•
•
•

Calling for full compliance with treaties and charters our countries
have signed on to,
Urging our countries to sign important treaties and protocols not
yet signed,
Communicating through letters, emails and phone calls to
government representatives when important issues arise.

Calls to Mission Christian Life Community may be called to mission
in the focus areas of our UN Working Groups at various levels,
including personal, local, national or regional. At these various levels,
communities may collaborate on specific action, to make their voices
heard. The UN WG’s and CLC committees can develop and
communicate opportunities for CLC to engage in local, national,
regional and global projects and missions, especially, but not
exclusively, those relating to our focus areas. Conversely, it is
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imperative that local
CLCs share how
people
in
those
communities
are
engaged in mission.
It is important to
emphasize
that
CLCers’ mission at
the local level is part
of who we are as an
NGO. The work
done at the local
level can and should inform the work of CLC as an NGO at the UN.
Justice Gatherings. In between National and/or World Assemblies,
we propose that communities gather to focus on our work for justice
around the world -- not just at the UN. These gatherings would be
opportunities for sharing our ideas, energies and resources, and might
provide the venues for us to “read the signs of the times” together and
to discern how the Holy Spirit is calling us to respond.
Corporate Stands and Co-Sponsorship of Global Programs. As our
internal communication improves, CLC will be positioning itself to be
available and open to discerning our corporate stand in regard to
critical situations around the world. It is important for CLC to speak to
the world as One World Community when issues arise that demand a
response in justice. Similarly, we may elect to co-sponsor other
organizations’ programs aligned with our discerned mission areas and
our charism. At the UN, we already have opportunities to join other
NGO’s efforts by supporting and endorsing statements being
submitted to UN Commissions, country missions, etc. In addition, we
are able to endorse other documents/statements released directly by
NGO’s such as the Earth Charter.

In Conclusion
The Spirit has placed Christian Life Community in a position to make a
positive impact on our world order. As a global community committed to
justice, we can affirm the principles that guide the work of the UN as
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echoing our own General Principles. We also recognize our obligation to
extend our work beyond the Church and our own local communities into
the whole world. The UN structure is one important way we can do that.
The field of CLC mission knows no limits (GP 8), and our times call for
a serious commitment to justice on our part. As Pope John Paul II
proclaimed to the ICO’s:
…It is a matter of great urgency that a new stimulus be given to
the cultural, ethical and religious forces, which are essentially
human values and ones which are capable of making possible an
authentic and united approach to the problems of [humankind]
and of nations in our age, and thus an advance along the road of
true human progress.18
We thank God for the grace that positioned us to help build a kingdom of
love and peace and justice. We continue to ask for the grace for openness
and generosity and perseverance in this work.

Questions for Reflection.
•
•

•
•

How am I, as a CLC member, called to look upon, pray upon, and
act upon our CLC participation at the UN?
What are some specific steps I or my community might take
toward participation in UN goals, vision, campaigns, and
charters?
How do we incorporate/develop the UN / NGO dimension of CLC
in our formation?
How do we “synthesize” the work of CLC as an NGO and our
CLC way of life, including discerning, sending, supporting, and
evaluating?

18
Pope John Paul II, in an address to the 1983 General Assembly of the Conference of
ICOs.
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NGOs and the United Nations
Moving into the Future

W

ith all the talk about reform at the United Nations, there is much
being said about the role of NGOs at the UN. The Secretary
General, Kofi Annan, has made it clear that strengthening UN – civil
society relations is an important part of his plan for UN reform. (NGO’s
are included in civil society, along with the private sector and other civil
society organizations.) Kofi Annan commissioned a Panel of Eminent
Persons to evaluate the relationship between the UN and civil society, and
that panel released its findings in the Cardoso Report in 2004. The
Cardoso Report affirmed the need for UN –civil society partnerships in
order to accomplish the UN’s goals. NGOs have affirmed their desire to
assist the UN in its work and have focused in particular on their role in
the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Many NGOs
participated in dialogues relative to the Millennium Development
Campaign prior to the 2005 World Summit, which was held at UN
headquarters in New York in September of 2005. Two CLC
representatives to the UN, Joan Woods and Marcelito Custodio, share
their perspective on this dialogue.

Joan participated in informal hearings that the General Assembly held
with representatives of NGOs and other civil society organizations in
June of 2005. The hearings focused on clusters identified by the Secretary
General in his report entitled “In Larger Freedom: Towards Development
Security and Human Rights for All.” That report, released in March of
2005 on the 5th anniversary of the Millennium Summit, called for specific
measures and reforms based on:
• Freedom from Want (Development)
• Freedom from Fear (Peace and Security)
• Freedom to Live in Dignity (Human Rights, Democracy and the
Rule of Law) and
• Strengthening the United Nations.
The informal hearings and interactive sessions were organized around
those clusters, and the Millennium Goals were incorporated into that
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conversation. These sessions brought together representatives of Member
States and civil society in a format that many recognized as an historic
first that should be repeated many times over. Never before had the
General Assembly provided a forum that brought representatives of its
Member States into dialogue with representatives of civil society. In all,
200 representatives of civil society had an active role in the dialogues, but
many more were
able to observe
these
historic
sessions, including Joan.
For Joan, this
was particularly
satisfying, since
for a number of
years she has
been involved in
the planning for
the Commission
Members of UN WG New York: (from left to right) Joan Woods,
on the Status of
Marie Schimelfening, Leah Michaud, Ann Marie Brennan and
Sylvia Schmit
Women, which is
held in February/
March of each year. In commissions like the Status of Women, there has
always been a distinction between formal and informal sessions. The
formal sessions, which are for the work of ambassadors and other UN
dignitaries, are most often closed to NGO representatives. NGO
representatives meet together, form caucuses and draft documents,
seeking to have their voices heard and to influence the outcomes of the
formal sessions, but they have little or no direct input once the
commission is underway. It is hoped that now that the precedent has been
set, more sessions will include interaction between NGO representatives
and Member States.
Another significant event prior to the 2005 World Summit was the
Department of Public Information’s NGO Conference. Marcelito
Custodio, another CLC representative at the UN shares some thoughts on
this conference:
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The 58th annual DPI/NGO conference held at UN headquarters in
September of 2005 was a gathering of 3,500 registered participants,
representing 1,180 non-governmental and civil society organizations from
124 countries. Many had travelled great distances to attend. This year, for
the first time, the plenary sessions were webcast live, so many others who
could not travel to UN headquarters joined electronically through an
interactive conference website. The theme of the conference, “Our
Challenge: Voices for Peace, Partnership, and Renewal,” was decided in
response to recommendations by the Cardoso report that the conference
be more closely tied to the intergovernmental process and that it draw
more directly from the agenda of the General Assembly.
The UN Secretary-General has sought new ways and means to strengthen
cooperation and interaction between civil society, the UN, and its member
states. The conference occurred a week before the World Summit of 170
world leaders, which discussed changes and reforms that would
significantly alter the international architecture. Topics before the world
leaders included: UN reform, the creation of a smaller Human Rights
Council to replace the existing controversial Human Rights Commission,
the achievement of the Millennium Development goals by 2015, and the
idea of establishing an intergovernmental peace-building commission.
Thus, the conference occurred at a very opportune time for the world
leaders to hear the voices of NGOs and civil society. Not only were there
discussions on NGOs’ work at the grassroots level for peace and security,
but this year there was much talk about the possibility of partnerships of
corporations, government agencies and civil society to work towards
poverty eradication, to address public health problems such as
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malnutrition, and to renew the commitment
towards human rights for all.
There were plenary sessions, both morning and afternoon, for all three
days, as well as 30 interactive workshops and multi-stakeholder dialogues
during the midday period. For the first time in its 58 year history, the
conference had round table sessions with representatives of civil society,
member states and parliamentarians-- leaders from around the world who
discussed government commitments to be made at the 2005 World
Summit. The conference drew its agenda from the Secretary-General’s
report, “In larger Freedom: Towards Development, Security and Human
Rights for All,” which highlights three goals: peace and security,
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development, and human rights It calls for action to strengthen the UN to
meet these goals through renewal and reforms that are widely supported
by the international community and civil society.
The first plenary session was
on
the challenge
of
partnerships and pooling
resources between NGO’s,
governments and global
corporations in building
capacities in developing
countries. These partnerships
could promote political
stability, good governance,
and innovative solutions to
common problems, such as
public health, nutrition,
education and standard of
living. Much was said about
implementing the MDGs,
especially as they relate to
debt
reduction
or
cancellation for the least
developed countries and innovative financing. Concerns about the impact
of international trade policy and labor practices on socio-economic
development and environmental sustainability were raised, and migration
was discussed as an emerging problem.
The next plenary session focused on respect for human rights as the force
behind peace, security and development. Speakers touched on the
importance of ending violence against women, and against using children
as weapons of war. There were more round table conferences with
member states, UN agency officials (UNICEF, ECOSOC, IAEA, etc.)
discussing security, conflict prevention and resolution, poverty
eradication, disarmament, agricultural subsidies, unfair trade practices,
and a more effective partnership between the UN and civil society.
The midday workshops had many NGO representatives speaking on their
respective work. Around the world there are NGOs acting as watchdogs
for human rights violations, working with families on education and
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health care, involving youth in community work, promoting corporate
social responsibility, providing quality education for girls in poor
communities, establishing HIV/AIDS care in projects in India and
Africa, and using art to promote peace and transform conflict. These are
only a few of the projects that NGOs are engaged in that were shared at
the conference.
One passionate speaker at the conference was the Norwegian
Ambassador, Johan Lovald. He acknowledged the significance of the
June meetings between governments and civil society, and the significant
role that NGOs play:
After sitting in on the civil society hearings in June, I am more than ever
convinced that we as government representatives must expand our
partnership with the NGO community. Without your dedication, insights
and inputs in the global debate, and without your eagerness for results,
we would be seeing much slower progress on many issues. You have
pushed the political agenda and raised awareness of groups and topics
that are easily overlooked… NGOs play an important role as watchdogs
of government activities and advocates for human rights. We all know
that policies will only change in
response to national and local You are need as
mobilization at grassroots level, and
only when leaders are held actors in the field.
accountable…
You are needed as
Without civil society we will not be advocates – as the
able to reach the Millennium voice of the poor
Development Goals. You are need as
actors in the field. You are needed
as advocates – as the voice of the poor. You are needed as watchdogs as
much as ever. And, not least, you are needed as campaigners—
campaigners for the Millennium Development Goals.
Decision-makers need decision-shapers when making difficult choices.
Decision-makers need strong allies who speak up for the poor. Civil
society matters.
As the closing keynote speaker, Kofi Annan affirmed much of what
Lovald had said. The Secretary-General spoke of his experiences with
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NGO’s at the grassroots level, giving the examples of feeding and
treatment stations in Niger, and the relief efforts in Darfur, Sudan:
The truth is that NGO’s are working with us everywhere -- alongside us
wherever crisis strikes, right behind us in advocating women’s rights,
international criminal justice and action on global warming -- often far
out in front of us in identifying new threats and concerns. This is certainly
one of your most important roles. You can often see what is not yet visible
to diplomats, and think what still seems unthinkable to governments, and
say what their officials might not yet be able to admit. What you say may
be unpalatable today, but often becomes the conventional wisdom of
tomorrow…You have made a significant impact on the process--in streets,
stadiums and rallies around the world, and here in this building, the
UN…. You and they (government representatives and parliamentarians)
may never be fully of one mind and that is probably as it should be. But at
least you are beginning to hear, understand and appreciate each other
better, and that is no small thing.
The attendees of the conference then unanimously approved a resolution
to be submitted to the delegates of the World Summit. That resolution
stated:
We, the hundreds of NGOs meeting at the UN today, urge at this crucial
time in the world’s need for security, peace, and development, that you
embrace the larger vision of the UN to benefit all the people of the world.
We urge you to yield narrow interest and to compromise with each other
for real change expressed in concrete terms in the 2005 World Summit
Outcomes Document. Please do not squander this important opportunity.
I came out of this conference in awe and impressed with the passion,
commitment, and energy of the participants. There are so many good
people working very hard at their deeply-felt mission for the greater good
of the Global Village. As CLC, with our concern for the dignity of the
person, the welfare of the family and the integrity of creation (GP 4) and
our commitment to work for the reform of structures of society, and to
participate in efforts to liberate victims from all sorts of discrimination
and especially to abolish differences between rich and poor (GP 8), we
have important partners in the NGO community at the United Nations.
We look to the future and recommit ourselves to building a world of
peace and justice.
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