
The 7th   World Social Forum

In Nairobi, Kenya, 20 to 25 January 2007 

Nairobi was chosen to be the venue for the first WSF in its united form in Africa. After the WSF 2005 in Porto Alegre, the Organizing Committee decided that the WSF in its original form, with participants from the whole world meeting in one place at the same time, will only take place every second year. The reason was not only to reduce expenses, but  to give space to local and regional forums, and allow the  involved civil society and social movements enough time  to implement  their experiences and  decisions on local and regional level, make the created regional and international networks  function,  evaluate the  fruits and bring them  to the next WSF.
It was a brave decision to bring the WSF 2007 to Africa, knowing that most of the African governments will not welcome this event, and that no support could be expected from them.  In Nairobi a number of parks and open spaces near the city centre would have been suitable for the occasion. However, only the opening session and closing ceremony was allowed into Uhuru Park. The WSF was moved to the Moi International sport complex at Kasarani, with its huge stadium, 15 km distant from the city centre.   The official media cover before, during and after the WSF was poor, prejudiced, distorted and even untrue. Some people were refused visas. A prominent one is the Dalai Lama; the Kenyan Government did not want to displease the Chinese Government with whom they have growing economical connections. 
In spite of all the obstacles, a number of shortcomings and some  issues to be justly   criticised, an astonishing event took place. Nairobi was a success! In the former WSFs Africa was under-represented, although it is Africa that suffers most by the neoliberal globalization. This time Africa, its beauty, richness and potential but also its suffering and the drama of its exploitation, were in the centre of attention.  This will have a lasting influence not only on the vibrant African social movements but on the rest of the participants at the WSF in Nairobi.  I hope,   through them, slowly but surely, it will influence positively the global political scenery.  It is a shortcoming of the media that we do not hear enough about achievements.  Much work has to be done  in this field. 
My hope, which I share with many, is that the WSF 2009 will be hosted again somewhere in Africa, so that one can build upon the fruits of Nairobi.    
Kibera:

On my first day in Nairobi, Father Terry Charlton SJ, brought me to the Kibera Slum. Kibera, with a population of over 800.000, has the sad fame of being Africa’s, and some say, the world’s biggest slum. The Kenyan Government is doing nothing for Kibera: no sewage pipes, no clean water, no roads, no services, nothing ... and they have an excuse ready:  the slum is still illegal. My first visit to Kibera in 1993 left me utterly shocked and helpless. I visited several women who were dying of AIDS, a taboo subject at that time.  Since then the slum dwellers have increased in numbers and so have many problems, like the HIV/AIDS infections.  Nevertheless, I can see signs of hope now. One such sign of hope is the St. Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary school, an initiative of CLC Kenya, founded in December 2003 to give AIDS orphans an education, hope and a future. Several students, when questioned about their professional desires, answered quite earnestly that they would like to have a profession to help the people of Kibera.  Please, visit the Website: www.sagnairobi.org.  There you get more information about the school and you can watch a video that will not leave you untouched.  It is an invitation to CLC worldwide to get involved, either with volunteers or through financial support. 
The pre-forum of the Ignatian Family in Nairobi 
Preceding the WSF was a three-day seminar of Jesuits and Apostolic Partners, the so-called Ignatian Family. In his message to the participants, Fr Peter Hans Kolvenbach pointed at the many signs of hope in Africa, and listed the good work of the Jesuit Refugee Service,
 of AJAN (African Jesuit AIDS Network)
, the Hekima Peace Institute
, the role of social centres in the struggle for better governance and some initiative for international advocacy. He reminded us of Ignatius’ foundational experiences at La Storta, the vocation ‘to be placed ‘with the suffering Christ, which is also a call for us to be with those who are crucified today, the marginalized, the suffering. 

To implement and organize the event, the WSF Ignatian Family Secretariat and a preparation committee was formed in Nairobi . CLC ExCo member, Levi Matseshe, was a member of the prep. committee. The topic of the encounter was the ‘spiritual and social transformation in Africa and Madagascar’ with the objective to unite Jesuits and apostolic partners as ‘servants of Christ’s mission’ as defined in General Congregation 34 of the Society of Jesus, and to find ways of an increasing and more effective collaboration. 
One hundred participants (½ from Africa) from 23 different countries, lived, worked and prayed together. Two-thirds were Jesuits, the others mainly  Jesuit collaborators in apostolic works. From CLC Levi Matseshe from Kenya, Guy Maginzi from Rome , Pierluigi CONZO from CLC Naples and Roswitha Cooper from Rome,  participated. The overall theme was:  ‘Wanting to be present in solidarity and compassion’ in the global economic development agenda..  The days were structured in plenary sessions with  various inputs on the following themes: 
1. Ignatian Contemplation on the Trinity: Source of our Passion for Justice in the   World  today
2. Challenges and Opportunities for Africa: A Christian Call to Social Transformation. 
3. Ignatian Values and Methodology in Addressing Social issues in Africa; 
4. Ignatian Pedagogy for Social Transformation; 
5. Collaboration within the Ignatian Family and Beyond; 
6. Reflecting on African Experiences in Social Change: Working towards an Ignatian        Framework,
 
 and five workshops:   
1) Refugees and Migrants; 
2) HIV/AIDS; 
3) Conflict, War and Peace; 
4) Debt, Trade and Sustainable Development;
5) Management  and  Depletion of Natural Resources.
 
The three days pre-forum work was also meant  to prepare  a 3 hours Seminar, offered by the Ignatian Family at the WSF based on the five topics of the workshops. 
Although my hope was not fulfilled, that the Ignatian Family would address one explicit issue, for example the worldwide problem of water privatization, and join already existing networks at the WSF, the encounter for me was an inspiring and encouraging experience with a taste for more.  I would have wished that this pre-forum was better linked to the main purpose of our being together, the WSF. There was somehow a break between our work within the ‘Ignatian Family’ and the WSF. 

Looking back at past experience in CLC with the Society of Jesus and partnership, I can see progress, however, quite a way is still ahead of us. 

During the WSF
The opening of the WSF started with a  7 km peace  march from Kibera to the Uhura Park, a beautiful park with an artificial lake right in the city centre,  for the opening ceremony.

The Ignatian Family started the WSF with a Eucharist celebration at St Paul University Chapel, followed by a march to Uhuru Park, where Chico Whitaker from Brazil,
 one of the founders of the WSF, officially opened the WSF with a short speech. He reminded the delegates of the objective of the WSF: social justice, international solidarity, gender equality, peace and defending environment. Another prominent speaker was former president of Zambia, 83 years old  Kennet Kaunda , a symbolic figure in the struggle for independence during colonial rule. He demanded more efforts in the  battle against poverty .  He is also known for his engagement in fighting AIDS. Twenty years ago his son died of AIDS.  

The personal encounter with people at the WSFs is always an important and also enriching experience. For the opening ceremony I was sitting on a hill opposite the official  platform under a shady acacia tree, listening  to the opening address and enjoying the colourful picture of the various groups singing and dancing, when a young woman came to sit next to me. She took my hand and said: ‘I am Agnes from Kibera .‘  After some time she added, hesitantly: ‘I am HIV positive’. She belonged to a group of people wearing T-shirts with the print ‘A World without AIDS is possible’. We became friends, and I will not forget her beautiful smile and her  tender hug. It’s people who make Africa so special.    
Having known much bigger crowds at previous WSFs (155.000 people in Porto Alegre 2005), I was disappointed, at first, about the relatively small number of participants present in Nairobi. Only 46.000 people were officially registered. The organizers had  expected  100.000 participants. I heard that this WSF costs € 4 Million Euros, and I don’t even want to think how the organizers will cover the expenses. The WSFs in Porto Alegre  was generously supported by the Brazilian government;  no  such support  can be expected  in Kenya. The question was asked: ‘ Does that mean that in the  future we can have the WSF only in countries  were the government is welcoming’?  The answer, of course, has to be no. It would undermine the autonomy of the WSFs.  For this reason, the organizers have to reflect carefully from whom to accept money.  
 Various speculations about the reasons for the reduced numbers could be heard. All these will have to be evaluated by the organizers.  Of course, travelling within Africa is very expensive, and getting visas was not easy for many. There were also less international participants than expected. It was a consolation for me to talk to young people from outside of Africa, who had saved money for a year to make participation possible.  A reason for lesser participation, for sure, was the poor media attendance in the run-up to the WSF. Also the registration fees were high: € 80 for participants from the northern hemisphere, € 5 for Africans and € 20 for the rest of the southern hemisphere. Food and water was expensive. For a small bottle of  water 100 Kenyan Shillings ( € 1,10) and for a meal a minimum of € 4 had to be paid. When one considers that  60 % of Kenya’s population  has to live under the poverty line of  less than 80 Eurocents  a day,  it is astonishing that 8000 Kenyans were officially registered. The Organizing Committee had created a fund to pay for the participation of 7000 people and  daily entrance tickets of 50 Shilling were for sale. After strong protests by a group of about 200 activists, who blocked the road and pulled down an entrance door, the organizers decided free entrance for all Kenyans.  Some of the demonstrators managed to force distribution of free food to children from the slums from the expensive Restaurant Windsor, belonging to the Kenyan Minister for Internal Security who seems to be a man with a somehow controversial past.    
For many slum dwellers, unemployed people, students and other poor people who for financial reasons felt excluded from the official WSF the People’s Parliament group organized an alternative forum at Jeevanjee Gardens in the central business district of Nairobi from 21st to the 23rd of January. With the support  of some international organizations like Jubilee South, ATTAC, CADTM,  they tried to  link their activities and results  with the official forum. At the Jeevanjee Garden forum  women’s groups from the Kamukunji slums prepared food and tea for the  estimated 4,000 participants  at a price of 5o Kenyan shillings.   

Several activities also took place outside the gates of the Kasarani stadium. I listened to one group who was demonstrating  against corruption in the country. The present  Kenyan Government  had promised to fight corruption,  they had created an anti-corruption law , but  they don’t  follow-up the corruption cases,  not even within  their own ranks . 
The ‘WSF Ignatian Family Secretariat’ and the ‘Nairobi prep. Committee’, coordinated by Fr Elias Omondi, SJ.  worked hard for us,  and they did a marvellous job.  The day started with Eucharist at 6.30 am, and punctually at 8.00 am the bus for the Moi International Sport centre at Kasarani left, with us being furnished with a packed lunch and water bottles. It took us at least an hour from Savelberg Retreat Centre, where most of us were staying, to reach the venue. Because of the heavy Nairobi rush-hour traffic, the buses to bring us back to our domicile had to leave at 5 pm. This excluded a participation in the evening workshops, but after a day at Kasarani most were tired enough and quite glad to return to meet the others and hear about their experiences.  In an event like the WSF, community is most important. There is a need to speak about  the good and the sad  experiences  and to clarify one’s own emotions by sharing them with others. 

Being with so many people from over 100 countries worldwide, with very different backgrounds and experiences, is inspiring and encouraging. It’s the enjoyable side of the global village and, of course, one  meets people one had met at previous WSFs.  It was a great joy on both sides to meet again  the  delegation from  SAPI (South Asian Peoples Initiative), and hear more about their work  since the WSF in Mumbai.

 Nairobi was my third WSF and I gladly noticed that the Catholic Church and ecumenical groups  were more visible than ever before and are gaining space. The hunger for Spirituality is noticeable and a challenge for us.   For a breather one could always go to the spacious Caritas tent or to the Paulines bookstore to meet friends or talk to people.

The official program of the WSF offered about 1,200  activities, built around the 21 Forums of Struggles, Alternatives and Actions:
I. Water;
II.  National/International Institutions and Democracy;  
III. Peace/War; 
IV.  Housing; 
V. Women’s struggles; 
VI. Dignity, Human- being- diversity, Discrimination; 
VII. Human Rights; 
VIII. Youth; 
IX. Food sovereignty, Land reform;
X. Labour; 
XI. Education; 
XII. Environment ;
XIII. Health; 
XIV. Knowledge, Information, Communication; 
XV. Debt; 
XVI. Migration;
XVII.  Free Trade;

XVIII.  Culture;
XIX. Transnational Corporations;
XX. Children;
XXI. Alternative economies.  
My priorities at this WSF were: the struggle against water privatization and all the issues that are connected with it, such as environment and sustainable development, good governance, trade agreements and international institutions. 
The water crisis and the struggle against water privatization: For some years now I have been following up the water issue and the worldwide water crisis. Listening to African water activists, hearing the suffering of people from their own mouth, hearing of success and failure of grassroots struggles for water security, confirmed the urgency for a united and global action. There was not one African country that did not have to share a story about the devastating effect of water privatization. In one of the workshops I was listening to a woman from Soweto, South Africa, talking about the practice of prepaid water meters as an instrument to deprive the poor of their right to water.  Her story was so shocking, and the figures she gave so incredible that I asked her for something in writing. Smiling at me, she said: ‘after’, and at the end of  the seminar  she took the effort of finding me in the crowd, she gave me her notes which she had copied for me,  word by word , form her  handwritten manuscript. It will get a place of honour in my ‘prayer corner’ at home. 
The African Water Network: It was a great joy and a moving moment for all participants   to witness the launch of the African Water Network. Campaigners from over 40 African countries have condemned the ways of international donors, e.g. the  World Bank with its Structural Adjustment programs  and the IMF (International Monetary Fund),  to put pressure  on governments to promote ‘private sector participation’ and commercialization as  the solution to Africa’s water crisis. 
The network outlined 5 non-negotiable principles: 
1. to fight against water privatization in all its forms; 
2. To ensure participatory public control and management of water resources;
3. To oppose all forms of prepaid water meters;
4. To ensure that water is enshrined in the national constitutions as a human right;

5. To ensure that the provision of water is a national project solely in the public domain. 
A representative of the South African Coalition against Water Privatization said: ‘Today we celebrate the birth of this network to resist the theft of our water, tomorrow we will celebrate access to clean water for all.’ 
Present at some of the water- workshops was Maude Barlow, National Chairperson of the Council of Canadians, and founder of the Blue Planet Project. An organization committed to supporting global grassroots struggles for the right to water. Please go to the Internet for more information. 

The  Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) are free trade agreements between the European Union and 75 African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP)., based on the principle of reciprocity, meaning that Africa will be required to open its borders to duty and tariff-free goods and services from Europe.
  This complicated and controversial issue was addressed in quite a number of workshops. The European governments want to make us   believe that the EPAs are not only trade agreements but a developing help to the very poor countries. Not only  the ACP countries are worried that these agreements between unequal partners will harm the development prospects of the poorest countries.  We know by now that in the era of neoliberal globalization these so-called free trade agreements only serve the greed of the multinational corporations.   
On the 24th of January the ‘Stop-Think-Resist EPAs’ campaign, organized by ACORD (Agency for Research in Development), PELUM (Participatory Ecological Land-use and Management), ECONEWS and OXFAM , was launched, followed by a march to the Delegation of the European Commission in Nairobi , to present a petition to stop the EPAs.  Time is running short since the negotiations are to be concluded by the end of this year. 
Africa a prey?
After several workshops, discussions and listening to testimonies of victims, a picture sprung up in my mind of Africa being the prey over which a horde of hyenas are fighting to get the best piece. It’s distressing to observe how the USA, Europe and now, increasingly  China   compete  to exploit the African continent’s so rich  natural resources,  for their own economic purposes. 
A panel debate on ‘Impacts of Oil, Mining and Logging on Development’   was organized by CIDSE (Coopération Internationale pour le Développement et la Solidarité), an international working group for socio-economic development. CIDSE was founded in 1967, it has 15 current member organisations which base themselves on the Social Teaching of the Catholic Church.  A prominent speaker at the panel was Mary Robinson, former Irish President and until 2002 UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. She impressed me by her authenticity, clearness and straightforwardness. A two page appeal was signed by the participants to be presented to governments of the South and of the North, to transnational corporations and other business enterprises, to International Financial Institutions and the UN.
   
The Reform of International Institutions was the topic of an event offered by UBUNTU
World Forum of Civil Society networks. The International Institutions like the World Bank, the WTO (World Trade Organization), the IMF (International Monetary Fund), the International Court of Justice are not functioning according to their original mandate.  Is it a solution to say: these institutions have to vanish or can a strong civil society work towards a reform of these institutions?
 
Nairobi was a success
Because: ‘When one person speaks about injustice, it is only a whisper; when two speak about injustice, it is the beginning of a talk; when many speak about injustice, it is an outcry and the first step towards change.  In Nairobi the African struggle for justice has become more than before a global struggle. 
40 years after the  Encyclical Populorum Progressio  and 20 years after  the Encyclical    Sollicitudo Rei Socialis it is  as true as ever: ‘Development is the new name for Peace’ and Peace is the fruit of Solidarity’. The World Social Forum is a challenge, hope and promise for all who believe that a better World is possible. For a world community like CLC, being at home in more than 60 countries  of this globe, it is a call to get  more and more involved and join others in the struggle  for a better world. 

Rom, February 2007
Roswitha Cooper

� for more information see:  www.jrs.net


� for more information see: www.jesuitaids.net


� for information about Hekima college: www.hekima.ac.ke


� These inputs will be available soon


� for more information see : www.ijnd.org.


� Chico Whitaker received the  Right Livelihood Award 2006 (Alternative Nobel Prize )


�  for more information about SAPI see  WSF 2004 Mumbai report , CLC website 


� For more information  on global water issues, see:


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.blueplanetproject.net" ��www.blueplanetproject.net�  and   � HYPERLINK "http://www.waterjustice.org" ��www.waterjustice.org�





� for  more information  on the EPAs and their history see: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bond.org.uk/networker/2004/oct04/epa.htm" ��www.bond.org.uk/networker/2004/oct04/epa.htm�





� for the text of the appeal see: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidse.org" ��www.cidse.org� (go to latest news and then ‘appeal’)








� For more information  see:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ubuntu.upc.edu" ��www.ubuntu.upc.edu�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.reformcampaign.net" ��www.reformcampaign.net�
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