
CIRCULAR SPECIAL ZIMBABWE
Augsburg, 26 November 2008

Dear CLCers, 

Our delegates to the General Assembly in Fatima were deeply touched by the presentation of the Zimbabwean delegation. Their symbol: a shatterd clay pot standing for a broken country, yet, at the same time, it was meant to be a symbol of hope. How can we really help? We were caught and agitated by this question and still do not want to let go. We invited the Zimbabwean Ecclesiastical Assistant Konrad Landsberg SJ to our “Forum Promotion” that took place in September in Würzburg. There he gave an in-depth depiction of the country’s situation as well as of how things are going for the CLC there. Together with the Austrian delegation’s member Albert Holzknecht SJ one of the working groups in Würzburg thought of an approach on how to proceed in common as CLC.
In our GCL intern–spezial newsletter we reported on this meeting and also printed a letter from Konrad Landsberg SJ. You will find another report on the Zimbabwe topic in the next issue of GCL intern.
At the meeting of the committed members in November, two delegates also told the participants about the situation in Zimbabwe. Here too, the wish to strengthen the bonds between our countries was received with open hearts. The spontaneous donations amounted to some €600.
Now we want to supplement the idea of a long-term partnership with a current plea. 
You might have heard or read these days that the humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe is getting worse day by day: The majority of the population is suffering from hunger, the rainy season is about to begin and cholera has broken out. A telephone call with the Jesuit’s mission headquarters in Nuremberg confirmed the bad news. The most important thing right now is basic help for survival, especially food and drugs. There are means of getting those aids into the country right to the affected people via the Jesuits.
Last weekend, when the national ExCo met, we deliberated on how we want to get involved. 
It surely was no coincidence that the gospel of the day (feast of Christ the King) brought us the question “Lord, where you were hungry and we gave you to eat?” We decided that we as CLC definitely wanted to help in this situation of distress.

We ask you and the members of your communities to:

1. financially support the present situation in Zimbabwe with donations to CLC Germany which will channel the funds to Zimbabwe. Please get in touch with Veronika Jodlbauer, treasurer, veronica.jodlbauer@gcl.de or Inge Höpfl, Eurolink, inge.hoepfl@t-online.de  and 
2. to get informed about the situation in Zimbabwe as well as the backgrounds (at the websites of amnesty international or the Radio Vatican, to name but two).


Help to satisfy hunger is vital, but in the long run we can only help people if we take an interest in their lives.  We do not want to look away where there is so much distress. 

Let us allow to be touched by the fate of the Zimbabwean people, their distress as well as their faith in God’s help and thus be moved forward to one world community.
 

Regards, 

Maria Boxberg



Inge Höpfl

on behalf of the National ExCo and the Commission World Community

